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24 GOLFING 

with fair usage. All players find the Haskells much easier 
than the gutta-perchas to get up from an indifferent lie, 
and all find they can drive them much further with all the 
iron clubs. But some of the hardest hitters declare that 
they cannot drive them any further from the tee, with a 
wooden club. On the whole, however, there is no doubt that 
the great majority of golfers get a better length with them 
with all clubs than with the gutta balls, and to this 
fact, together with their pleasant lightness and liveliness off 
the club, may be ascribed their universal success. Both 
the amateur and open championships of 1902 were won with 
these balls, but they are especially in favour of the weaker 
drivers, and above all of ladies. They are not as good for 
the putting or the approach game as the gutta balls, because 
they are more easly kicked aside by any roughness, and 
cannot be pitched as dead as the gutta down the wind or on 
a. hard green. But on the whole, their excellent qualities 
for the long game outweigh their demerits for the short, and 
there cannot be a doubt that the average standard of golf 
has been raised and the pleasure that it gives has been 
increased since their introduction. 

EDUCATIONAL 

GOLF is best learned by imitation, and since boys, being, I 
suppose, nearer akin to monkeys than they are when they 
grow up, are the most imitative of human creatures, it 
follows even from that that golf is best learned as a boy. 
Moreover, it is a great matter to get into the right way of 
doing athletic things while the muscles are growing; for then 
they seem to grow so that they cannot do it wrong. Un
fortunately everyone is not a boy, nor has every boy a good 
golfing model to imitate, or else perhaps it would not be 
so absolutely necessary to write precepts for a golfer's teach
ing. Further, no boy ever learns much out of a book, so 
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that the following remarks must be considered to be in
tended for persons with common sense and a faculty for 
applying it. 

Golf-like all Gaul in Caesar's time-is divided into three 
parts-driving, iron-play andputting. Driving is the most 
pleasing part of the game, bec-a use the ball looks so delight
ful as it flies two hundred yards without touching ground 
(that is with a wind behind), and there is a great sensuous 
pleasure in hitting the ball truly with the driver. In old 
days it was rather the counsel for the beginner to abjure the 
driver and play with the cleek; but this was before golfers 
were so numerous, or turf on golf links ·so scarce. The cleek, 
as an iron-headed club, cuts up more turf than a driver will 
do. Therefore, do not begin with a cleek, but begin with 
a modified form of wooden club, which shall resemble the 
cleek in being somewhat short and stiff. The resident club
maker will make you one, or a mid spoon will meet the pur
pose. Later, when, if ever, you acquire confidence and 
freedom, you may lengthen your driver, and so, presumably, 
your drive. One says presumably, for it is almost open to 
question, so slight is the increase in length of drive given by 
a longer club. Especially if the beginner has had the edu
cation of a cricketer will he find the shorter club more handy, 
for so it becomes more like a cricket bat. Now, having hold 
of such a club as this, it is necessary to consider the proper 
position of the ball which you mean to strike with it-the 
proper position, that is, relatively to the striker. 

In order to get a definite starting point, I would ask the ' \ 
lea;:-ner to imagine thclntended-Ilneofftlght-of the ball. As \ 
he stands in position to strike, a line drawn from the toes of J 
one foot to the toes of the other should be, roughly speaking, 
parallel to this imaginary line of the intended flight of the 
ba1l. With regard to the distance w hicli the ball shoula be 
from the strikera gooo measurement is to ay the club with 
its "heel" to tile ball, and the end of the shaft sho-uld 
then jusf reach to the left k~ee when the -str~er stands up- • 
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right. This, then, gives the manner of facing the ball 
and the distance of the ball from the striker. To determine 
its position relatively to the feet of the striker, a line drawn 
from the ball in such a way as to meet at right angles the 
line from the striker's left toes to his right toes should fall, 
say, four inches to right of his left toe. These directions 
will give all necessary adjustments, and it will be seen, 
by those who know, that in them we have advocated what 
seems to be a mean, avoiding, on the one hand, the tendency 
of Mr. J. E. Laidlay, who places his ball for the drive almost 
in advance-to the left-of his left foot, and, on the other 
hand, the idiosyncrasy of Mr. Macfie, say, who plays with 
the ball not much to the left of his right foot. Both these are 
very fine players, but it would be more true to say that they 
are so in spite of their peculiarities than by reason of them. 
In all hints for the learner we shall try to suggest the mean, 
merely naming the extremes between which, if anywhere, 
is perfection. 

The manner of gripping the club is the next subject for 
consideration; for it is important, though we are disposed to 
think that many teachers overrate its importance. One 
~axim may be laid down as a truism-that the beginner 
should grip more tightly with the left hand than with the 
rig~Somefinished players say that they grip equally 
tlglit1y with both hands; but then it is not to finished 
players that these remarks are addressed. Some players, 
again, hold the thumb of both hands down along-not round 
-the club shaft; others hold one thumb along and the 
other round; others, again, hold both thumbs down. As I 
before, the mean is perhaps the most advisable aim for the · 
beginner. Let h~m hold the thumb of the rigb:t ha~ round i 
and that oftheleft handTownazonq the leather. It will be ' 
seen that m tIiis manner a stronger grip is obtained with 
the left hand than with the right, which is in itself a good 
thing, and, further, that the thumb of the left hand helps to 
control the: direction of the swing-that is to say, the move-
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ments of the head of the club. Maybe it is possible to hit 
a little harder with both thumbs round the club, but it is 
of more importance to be accurate than to be powerful; . 
and, again, it is possible, at first, to be a little more accurate 
with both thumbs along the grip, but it does not do to get 
cramped in seeking to be accurate. The mean is best. 

Now, you have hold of the club in the right way, and the 
ball is at the right distance from you, and your feet are in 
proper position relatively to each other and to the ball. Re
member, now, that when you begin to strike the ball you do 
not want to be stiff, as if you had swallowed a poker and had 
rheumatism at every joint. Do not, therefore, tighten your \ 
joints; let your knees be sligntlY-oent, sO;-too, with your I 

elbows and your back; but, on the other hand, do not crook 
your limbs in the fashion of a dachshund; nor painfully 
bend your back over into the attitude of a croquet-hoop
for all these things are done. Let all the principal hinges of 
the body be slightly relaxed, but not elaborately crooked. If 
you are a well made man-and everyone supposes himself to 
be that-the most natural angle of these joints will most 
likely be the least wrong. The bend of your right elbow will 
be a good deal affected by the manner of your grip with the 
right hand. Many professional teachers insist on the right 
hand being forced over the club until the back of the hand is 
uppermost. Some pupils carry this to so great an extreme 
as to get in a short time something like scrivener's palsy in 
the right hand and arm. This is a pity. In moderation 
the turn over of the right hand is good, but it-is a mistake 
to cripple oneself with it. 

The club should be laid to the ball in such a way that the 
middle line of the head-say, where the maker's name 
usually comes-shall be just opposite the ball. The sole of 
the club should be fair and flat on the ground-presuming 
the ground to be smooth-and the lace of the club should 
be at right angles to the intended line of flight of the ball. 
Now, if you are standing at all correctly you will find that the 
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ball, your hands and your left eye are pretty much in the 
same vertical plane. Your hands shOUld not be much pushed 
out from the body. A straight line Clrawnfrom your eye to 
the ball should pass high above them. Tndeed, we think we 

- may say that with almost all gooa-players the upper arms, 
almost down to the elbows, are kept in gentle contact with 
~b~. ' 

The method of all golfers-practically speaking-when 
about to drive is as follows: they walk up to the ball and 
stand to it, with reference to its intended line of flight, pretty 
much as we have indicated; they rest the club for a moment 
on the ground behind the ball, so as to assure themselves of 
the distance, then they commence a little preliminary waggle 
of the club over the ball once or twice; then they again rest 
the club behind the ball for a moment, and then they draw it 
up for the magnum opus-the heroic business of the "swing." 
This is the order to be observed; and taking the various 
motions of the" address" in chronological order we have 
now arrived at the "waggle." The" waggle" has a use 
though it does not appear to have one. Its use is to en
courage the arms into a certain freedom of movement which 
t.hey would be apt to miss if the club were drawn right away 
from the ball after its first rest behind it. Again the" wag
gle" is a sort of trial cruise, or preliminary canter, for it 
suggests to the driver the proper direction of the swing by 
causing the club-head to move over the ball in little sections 
of almost the same arc as the swing itself. The club-head 
should not be drawn more than two feet or so away from the 
ball in this preliminary flourish, nor be allowed to follow on 
for more than about that distance in front of the ball. The 
waggle should be executed chiefly by the wrists, and above 
all it should be remembered that its great use is to assure 
the driver that his arms are moving freely while his body is 
planted firmly, though not stiffly, on the feet. The latte.r 
is a very important point. A good player's feet seem to 
grip the ground almost as if he were quadrumanous when 
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he addresses himself to the ball. It needs no wizard to see 
that if there be any shiftiness or uncertainty in the stand 
the stroke must lose both in power and accuracy. So, when 
this" waggle" has been executed, following the line of flight 
of the swing (so near as may be, that is, considering that the 
club in the" waggle" has to pass to and fro above the ball), 
then the driver should again for a moment rest the club be
hind the ball before raising it for the great effort to which all 
that has gone before is but preface. One great point to bear\ 
in mind is that th,e golfing stroke is a swing, and not a hit. 
The ball is to be swept away by the swift movement of the 
club-it is not a matter of driving at a dynamometer. It 
will at once be asked, "What is the difference between a 
swing and a hit ~" The difference that we mean to apply 
may be explained by saying that by swing we mean a motion 
which may be slow or may be fast, may be sometimes slow 
and sometimes fast, but changing its speed at a constant 
rate of acceleration or diminution. 

One of the great maxims of the old golfing sages was " ,~low 
back." You were told that the upward swing was to De 
very much-slower than the downward swing. This is quite 
good advice, but the slowness of the upward swing must not 
be the slowness of a man" trying to catch a fly on his ear," 
as Sir Walter Simpson so happily put it, No; the upward 
stroke must be a swing no less than the downward. It must 
be a swing, and it must not be a lift. The player should feel 
the weight of the club-head all the whilethat he is raising it. 
Further, there should be a sort of harmony bet;een the 
upward and downward swing. A man in whom practice in 
youth as engendered confidence will bring the dub on to the 
ball with a lightning speed which would lead a middle-aged 
learner into a horrible fiasco-this young man may seem to 
bring up his club very quickly, and indeed may actually do 
so; but you may be quite sure that it is not a swift move
ment in comparison with the speed of his downward swing
otherwise he would not be a fine driver. There must be a 
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unity; and the man who can but dare to hit slowly at the ball 
must make his upward swing slower again, or he will lose 
t!lls unity. In point of fact, the whole thing ought to be of 
a-piece-the pace and vehemence of the" waggle" and the 
speed of the upward swing all regulated by the pace of move
ment which the player has it in his mind to give to the club
head at the moment that the club-head meets the ball. 
But, it will be said, there is necessarily a pause at the top 
of a swing. That is so, but even this pause has a relation 
to the speed of a swing and is shorter where the swing is 
quicker. In this regard we find a striking contradictory 
instance in the person of David Brown who once won the 
championship at Musselburgh. His is a rather slow, wild 
swing upward, with a tremendously long pause at the top; 
Now David Brown is an exceedingly fine golfer, but his is 
not the driving style on which we should advise a learner, 
especially a middle-aged one, to form himself. Here, as 
in above-named cases, he is a genius in spite, rather than 
by reason of his eccentricities. The swing, then, must be 
allowed" to finish itself out," as it is called, at the top before 
the club is brought down again to the ball. Fly-fishers will 
best realize the full meaning of this counsel. Then may 
the cl~b, tightly held in the left hand) and less tiglitly in tile 
right, be brought down with constantly but evenly accele
rated force until the greatest speed which the player- can 
control is given to it at the moment at which the face of the 
club meets the ball. 

So much, then, for the pace of the swing in its various 
movements. The direction of the swing is the next point to 
study. A good fundamental principle to bear in mind is 
that the club-head should travel as long as possible, consis
tently with sufficient force, in the intended direction of the 
ball's flight. The correctness of this principle is almost self
evident, for it is clear that if fully acted on it will ensure the 
ball being correctly struck, and' also will give the player a . 
better chance of striking it correctly, because the club-head 
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will thus be travelling for some little section of the swing)p 
the direction in which it is possible for it to meet the ball 
properly. The club-head must not be describing theirc of 
a circle at the moment of its meeting the ball-it must be 
t!avelling horizontally if it is to hit the ball fairly, and the 
longer its course irithis horizontal'plane the longer is the 
space in which it may meet the ball fairly. It gives more 
margin for a little error. This is, in fact, an application 
of the principle on which the young cricketer is instructed 
to play forward" from wicket to wicket." He then keeps 
his bat moving all the time in such a direction as will meet 
the ball fairly. 

The great means of carrying into effect this principle in its 
application to golf is to let the arms swing well away out 
from the body as the club-head comes down. If the arms 
be kept in to the sides the ball will be sliced and be struck 
with a feeble, crooked blow. Now it is a maxim taught by 
all golfing experience that the downward swing is almost 
sure to be a repetition, in its direction, of the upward swing. 
If you are slicing your balls and ask a professional the reason, 
he will generally tell you that you are bringing the club up 
too straight. Of course, theoretically, it does not matter 
how you are bringing the club up-what matters is how you 
are bringing it down. 

But the professional knows by experience, without having 
theorized about it, that if you bring up the club in a certain 
direction you will bring it down again in a slI!!ilar dirt2.ction : 
therefore he tells you to sweep it along the ground away 
from the ball as you take it back preparatory to bringing it 
down again. If ou take a spot on the carpet andiry 
bringing the club· head away from that spot as if it were tht). 
ball you will find that unless you sway with the body, which 
you must not do, the only way that you can with any ease 
brillg the club ~ay from the ball in a direction which would 
be a backward prolongation of its intended line of flight is by 
letting your arms straighten themselves well out as you 
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draw the club-head away. If you begin at once to bend your 
arms, the club-head will lea ve the ball in a direction slanting 
from this line; and you may depend upon it that if you 
bring it away in this manner you will also bring it down 
again in a like manner. And this you must not do. By the 
time your club, in the upward swing, has gone to an angle of 
about 45 degrees with the plane of the horizon, your arms 
should be stretched out to their fullest. Then they must, 
of course, be allowed to bend to admit of the club being 
swung well back behind the head, and this series of adjust
ments will naturally repeat themselves as you bring the 
club down again. We do not mean that you are to neglect 
the direction of the downward swing altogether. It is 
useful to remember that your arms should again be at their 
fullest stretch when the club is again, on its descent, at the 
same angle of 45 degrees with the horizon; but if you can 
get into the correct way of the upward swing you will find 
the reverse motions much simplified. At the to of the 
swing the club should be above the right shoulder and 
pointing away,- l5e1UnCl your nead, somewnat in tIle lineln 
which you intend to drive the ball. Do not let the club 
strike or rest on your shoulder, nor swing it round soJQ}Y 
as to be below yourshoulder-. - To get the club into this 
position with any ease you will find that you have to allow 
the body to turn upon the hips, and also so allow the knee 
to bend inwards. Your shoulders will also of course turn 
upon the backbone, as if the backbone were a pivot on 
which they worked. With almost all fine drivers you will 
see that the left heel comes right off the ground and that 
they aid the turn of the body by rising on to the ball, or even 
on to the toes, of the left foot. But all these motions should 
rather follow the swing, so as to enable it to be easily per
formed, than be considered an integral part of it. They 
should go to help the swing, rather than to make it. If you 
find it easy and natural to raise your left heel thus off the 
ground, if you find that it is dragged off the ground, as one 
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may say, in the motions of the swing, allow it to follow 
these motions; but do not make an effort to take the heel 
off the ground in the hope of thus making the swing longer 
and more correct. The same may be said of the bending 
in of the left knee and the turning of the body-these 
movements should be allowed to take place in proportion 
as the upward swing seems to demand it of them; they 
should not be made in order to form the swing. 

In course of the upward swing the weight of the body is 
transferred from both legs-or, indeed, from the left leg, for 
this should bear most of the weight as you address the ball 
-on to the right leg; which supports almost the whole weight 
when your hands are at their highest above the shoulder. 
But this, again, should follow the swing naturally, and there 
should be no effort made to effect the change. 

But, it will be asked, how can this be done if the body is 
not allowed to sway 1 The true fact is that the lower part 
of the body does move in course of the upward swing from 
left to right, working on the hips; but the backbone at the 
shoulders must be steady, or must move on its own axis only; 
for all through the swing your head should hardly change 
its position at all, but must keep the eyes looking steadfastly 
at the ball throughout. If you take your eyes off the ball for 
a moment you will find it impossible to be accurate. Further; 
at the moment at which the club-head meets the ball your 
legs, body, hands, and all should be back again, for the frac
tion of an instant, in the position in which all were when you 
addressed yourself to the ball. For this is the use of the 
address, to show yourself the attitude in which you wish all 
your muscles and your golf-club to be at the moment of 
striking. Therefore, it is well to have the upper vertebrre 
of the backbone steady, aR a sort of fixed point to help you 
back. 

Beginners, and even some who have played long enough 
to know better, have a habit of moving forward the right 
foot as they strike~ or even of moving the left foot a little as 

D 
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they swing back: It need scarcely be said that there can 
hardly he a more fatal habit. It must diminish accuracy, 
and can give no compensation in the way of added 
power. 
,,' But even after you have contrived to bring down the club 
so as to hit the ball as described, there is a further word to be 
said about the direction in which the club-head should 
travel. Not only should it travel before striking the ball in 
the direction which would be a backward prolongation of the 
intended line of flight of the ball, but even after the ball has 
been struck it should follow on as far and as straight as 
possible after it. And this, again, you will find can best be 
done (indeed, can scarcely otherwise be done, except by 
swaying of the whole body, which is still unadvisable) by 
letting the arms again fly out straight as if they, too, were 
wishing to follow the ball. In fact, we may put the precept 
very roughly, but practically, in this form-to let the arms 
swing as far as conveniently may be from the body all 
through the swing, both before the ball is struck and after. 
It is evident that if you are to keep your eye on the ball 
throughout (and this you must do) your left upper arm 
must not swing up high, so that the elbow should come 
before your face. You must be able to look over it at 
the ball. 

In these instructions we have tried to give brief reasons as 
we went along. We may shortly epitomize the most im
portant pieces of advice. Stand steadily on your feet. Let 
the swing be a harmony, the"up-swing more slow than the 
down swing, but in a certain relation to it. "Keep your eye 
on the ba1l; et' your arms swing wen away out from the 
bouyasyoudraw tJie C1Ub~ romtlleball, and slrrularly 
as it comes down to the ball and after it has struck it. 
Grasp more tightly with your left hand than with the right. 
Let unessentIal motions, such as lifting the heel of the left 
foot off the ground and bending the left knee, follow the 
swing rather than be consciously made a part of it. 12.0 n~ 
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try to hit with so much force-that is to say, speed-as to 
beli1iJrtileto contrortnedlrection of the club-head. 

When you first begin you will learn more by trying to get 
this swing correctly without a ball than you will with one. 
Practice at daisies on a lawn, but, if possible, always have a 
good golfer looking on to tell you of any faults. Then, when 
you begin hitting at the ball, you will naturally reproduce 
the swing without having to think about all its details. 

If you want to get on you must be thoughtful. Golf is not 
to be learned without an effort. If you have made a bad 
start, try to think where the error was, and have a few 
trial swings at a daisy to correct it. Equally, if you have 
made an unusually good one, try to reproduce it, so as to 
fix in your mind and muscles the means by which you 
achieved it. There is really much more fun and satisfaction 
to be got out of the game if you take it up in this earnest 
way than if you go at it in a slap-dash fashion. You will 
improve so much faster. Golf altogether is as much a 
matter of character and temperament as of eye and muscle. 

But do not study the details so much as to lose all sense of 
freedom. Keep the direction of the swing right, and keep 
your eye on the ball-these are the two bIg things you 
have to think of. Other details are less important, and may 
be taken up as you find you are going wrong in them. Do 
not sway your body is a third maxim of first-rate imp~ 
ance, and if you transgress none of these three you cannot 
long go far wrong. 

Still, you will always find, even when you have got the 
swing beautifully in the absence of the ball, that it becomes 
a different thing when the gutta-percha takes the place of 
the daisy. You will then find yourself irresistibly t empted 
to hit-not to stick to the easy swing. Often, too, without 
understanding your malady, you will find that you are in 
very bad case, and more often than not an experienced 
player, watching you, will tell you that your eye is not on 
the ball. It seems as if it ought to be easy to look at the 
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ball, but experience shows us how difficult it is. Looking 
away from the ball is a sin which the best players commit 
at times. Remember, too, that it is not on the top that 
you wish to strike the ball, but on the hinder side. Keep 
your eye, therefore, on the spot which you wish the face of 
the club to meet. 

Of the professional or amateur teachers to whom you may 
appeal, you will find that some are very much more helpful 
than others. An amateur will rarely do you much good. 
He is generally rather intent on his own game, and gives you 
but little attention. But the professional you will pay to 
give you attention, so you have a right to expect it. But 
do not let him come out with clubs and balls, or, at least, 
let him confine himself to one club and one ball, with which 
he may set you good examples from time to time. But on 
no account, at first, endeavour to playa match with him; 
for, if you do, it is clearly absurd to expect him to take as 
much interest in your game as in his; and it is in your 
game that you want him to take exclusive interest. It is 
by no means always the best players, whether professionals 
or amateurs, who will give us the best advice, any more 
than it is the healthiest man who is the best doctor. Some 
have a peculiar talent for seeing what is wrong. Moreover, 
a man who is fairly familiar with your play is likely to be 
better able to detect the causes of your aberrations than 
another. He is in a position analogous to that of the 
family doctor who has been conversant with your constitu
tion since your infancy. A clever teacher will not try to 
teach you a too exact imitation of his own style, but will 
be intelligent enough to see how far his methods are suited 
to your muscles and shape. 

But all success in golf is not to the driver. There are 
other matters for your study. Thus far we have spoken 
chiefly with reference to the simple full swing. This swing 
has to be used with certain modifications when driving with 
or against a strong wind, or when the lie is bad or sloping. 
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The ball which the beginner finds easiest of all to hit is, 
perhaps, the· ball which lies up hill-i.e. on a slope which 
tends upwards in the direction of the intended line of the 
drive. The ball which chiefly bothers the uninitiated is 
the ball which lies "hanging," i.e. on a slope tending 
downwards in the direction of the drive. The great thing 
to remember when this practical problem is before you is 
that the head of the club has to travel over the surface of 
the sloping ground as if the ground were flat. The direc
tion of the swing must suit itself to the incline of the ground. 
Therefore it appears that the club-head must be travelling 
somewhat downward when it meets a hanging ball. The 
result is to hit the ball rather downward. This is undesir
able, and the best way out of the difficulty is to use a rather 
spooned club. Most beginners recognize this; but what 
they cannot bring themselves to recognize is that they 
must allow the spoon on the club to do the raising of the 
ball. They find it very hard to get it out of their heads 
that they have to do some remarkable gymnastic or con
juring feat with their wrists in order to lift the ball. If they 
would but be content to simplify the stroke, playing it as 
if the ball lay level, except that the club-head is made to 
travel downwards rather, as it hits the ball, so as to adapt 
its direction to that of the ground, then they would astonish 
themselves by the ease with which they played the stroke 
which before had seemed so difficult. In golf, as in most 
arts, the simplest means are the best. You should try to 
make the game as easy for yourself as possible. 

The same rule applies to driving down and against the 
wind. Of course, down wind you wish to drive high; 
against the wind you wish to drive low. Going down wind, 
then, tee the ball high on rather rising ground-then the 
club, travelling over the surface of the ground, will be 
rising as it meets the baU and will naturally drive it high. 
Against the wind tee low, and, preferably, on a slight down
ward incline. Of course there are other methods. When 
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the ball is lying with a hill in front, the skilful player will 
slice it somewhat with an inward draw of the hands, so that 
the ball may rise quickly and so clear the hill. Or if he 
wishes to keep the ball low, when the wind is against and 
there is no high obstacle to clear, he will bring his hands 
forward to the left of his body-thereby turning the face of 
the club rather downward, and thus driving a wind-cheating 
skimmer. But these are niceties which the beginner will 
pick up as he goes along, and had better not bother himself 
by studying. 

But there is a modification of the full swing which it be
hoves him to learn early, it is so constantly useful, and that 
is the jerking stroke from a bad lie. The essence of this 
stroke is that the club-head is travelling downward some
what at the moment at which it strikes the ball. But it is 
not travelling downward in order-as when the ball lay 
hanging-to travel on over the surface of the ground after 
meeting the ball, but in order that it shall not be arrested 
by the lip of the cup in which the ball is lying. The club
head has to nip in between this lip and the ball; and in 
order to do this it must be travelling rather in a downward 
direction. It then goes on into the ground, cutting up a 
fid of turf and being rather arrested with a jerk in the 
ground-whence its name. Note this-the reason of its 
name-and do not be misled into the idea that there has 
been any jerkiness in the motions of the swing. The swing. 
has to be as truly a swing, and with as even motions, until 
the ball is struck, as in the ordinary drive. It is only in 
the meeting of the club and ground that the jerk occurs. 
Therefore all the rules which were laid down for the full 
swing apply to the swing for this jerking shot equally. Your 
arms may even be allowed to go away after the ball, just as 
in that other stroke, in spite of the jerk of the club in the 
ground. It is true your right foot may with advantage be 
a little more advanced, because so you are better able to 
bring the club straightly down upon the ball; and you may, 
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perhaps, grip somewhat tighter with your right hand. But 
remember you do not want to see how straight down you 
can bring the club. Your aim should rather be the reo 
verse, to see how much you can sweep the club-head along 
the ground-in the manner recommended for the drive
consistently with getting it to strike fair on the ball without 
spending the greater part of its force on the lip of the cup. 
The best practical maxim is to hit in as much the manner 
in which you would hit a teed ball as possible, considering 
the lie of the ball. 

This stroke, it is very plain, requires great accuracy. 
The club-head has just to clear the lip of the cup and yet 
not to hit the ball on the top. It is, therefore, more neces
sary in this stroke than in any other to keep the eye firmly 
on the ball all through the swing-and not merely to keep 
the eye" on the ball," which would seem to mean on the 
top of the ball, but on that exact spot on the ball which we 
hope will be the point of impact. 

It so often happens that the iron clubs are used out of 
bad lies that many good players are in the habit of jerking, 
in this manner, all their iron shots. Most find themselves 
able to hit the ball straighter and with more control, and 
certainly quite as far, in this method. But we alsojlee very 
fine iron players who hit the ball clean, without jerking, so 
we may leave it as a matter of taste without dispute. 

You will generally find tha.t the shorter the club which a 
good player has in his hand the more will his right foot be 
advanced and the more will he be gripping the club with his 
right hand. In the methods of the majority of St. Andrews 
professionals this is so. The shorter the club in their hand 
and the shorter the litroke to be played, the nearer does 
the right foot come to the ball until, in the case of the late 
Young Tommy Morris, one used to wonder that his putter 
did not sometimes hit his right toe. 

We may leave the beginner to apply, as best he may, these 
instructions for the full swing (whether carried smoothly 
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through or checked by jerking in the ground) to all the full 
swing shots, whether with driver, brassey; cleek, iron, baffy, 
or mashie; but it will be well to give him another position 
for the three-quarter shot with the iron-and this position 
for the three-quarter shot will serve him, with modifications, 
for the half shot, quarter shot, wrist shot and even, if it so 
please him, for the putt. For convenience it will be as well 
to say at once that what we mean by the three-quarter shot 
is the shot which is required at such a distance that the 
player's full iron shot would carry him just a little too far. 
The difference in swing between a full shot and a three
quarter shot we may say to be that, whereas in the full shot 
the left shoulder swings down and round on the backbone 
for a pivot, in the three-quarter shot the shoulders practi
cally do not turn at all. It is a stroke played almost en
tirely with the arms and with movements of the lower parts 
of the body-the legs and hips. Of course the shoulders 
are not rigid; they give with the other motions, but they 
do not take a very actively energetic part. (We do not 
insist on this as the only correct or possible definition of the 
three-quarter stroke, but we find it convenient to adopt it, 
and think that it fairly describes the stroke ordinarily so 
named.) 

The feet should be nearer together than in the full swing, 
and the right foot should be rather in ~dvance of the left
by which we mean that a line drawn from the toe of the left 
foot to the toe of the right foot, and towards the player's 
right, would soon meet a prolongation backward of the pro
posed line of flight of the ball. The ball also should be not 
so much towards the player's left as was recommended for 
the driving stroke, but about midway between the feet, 
and, for choice, rather nearer the right foot . . , The club may 
be gripped rather tighter with the right hand than was ad
vised for the drive; and, with these differences, the stroke 
may be allowed to be very similar. The club should be 
brought away from the ball well along the ground, the arms 
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being allowed to go out pretty straight. Again, the up
ward part of the swing must be in a certain harmonious 
relation, with regard to its speed, to the downward part. 
Again, it must be allowed to swing itself out behind the 
back, like the line of the fly fisher, before being brought 
back; and, again, the turn of the body at the hips, the 
knuckling in of the left knee, and the rising off the left heel 
must be allowed to follow the swing of the arms rather than 
be made actively to encourage it. Again, the eye must be 
kept well on the ball and the arms be sent out after the ball 
is struck. So, in all this, the three-quarter stroke bears 
great resemblance to the full drive-why, then, should it 
be so difficult? 

For it is fairly generally admitted that this is the most 
difficult of all golfing strokes-the distance most generally 
abhorred even by good players. Weare inclined to think 
that a frequent reason of failure is in the peculiar difficulty 
of letting the upward swing, in this stroke, finish itself well 
out before the downward swing is commenced. The shoul
ders are not working freely, but are kept rather stiff and 
taut; and this, we are inclined to think, disposes the player 
to hurry back just a little-to give a little jerky twitch 
which disturbs the smoothness and accuracy of aim. There
fore, our advice to the beginner would be to take note of 
this danger, and be forewarned against it, and be peculiarly 
careful in this three-quarter shot to let the upward swing 
finish it self well out. 

Young Tommy Morris used to say that many amateurs 
found it peculiarly difficult to keep their eye on the ball 
when playing iron shots because the glittering face of the 
iron attracted their unpractised eyes to follow it when it 
left the ball. Make this again, then, a special matter 'of 
study-that you keep your eye steadfastly on the ball in 
your iron shots and in all your approach shots. Some 
players go so.far as to leave the faces of their irons all un
polishedi that there may be no evilly-attractive glitter; 
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but this is an extreme measure, and is a confession of weak
ness which ought to be overcome. 

Nearly all the professionals play their approach iron shots 
with a jerk-that is to say, the club-head goes on down into 
the ground and cuts out a divot. The divot which the 
professional cuts out is generally a solid slab, and if it is 
replaced with care will do little damage to the turf in its 
ordinary condition. Far more harmful are those little 
scrapes off of the grass which the duffer makes in missing the 
shots which he intends to take clean.· These bruise and 
scatter the roots; the other is generally in the nature of a 
clean cut which goes beneath the roots. 

But our object in mentioning this idiosyncrasy of the 
majority of professional players is to assure the beginner 
that there is no magic virtue in thus cutting up the divot. 
This is a needful warning, for we have actually heard a be
ginner, who was intent on this sincerest form of flattery of 
the professional, say proudly: "It is a poor shot, but I 
don't care; I cut out the divot." 

As i;f that mattered! The professional does not care a 
bit about cutting out the turf; his object was to get near the 
hole, and it so happened that the jerking method was the 
way in which he was accustomed to play the approach stl'oke. 
But in all probability the amateur who did not begin to 
play golf as a boy will find that trying to jerk the ball adds 
greatly to the difficulty of the stroke_ For him it will ap
pear infinitely easier to take the ball clean. On every 
account, therefore, he ought to do so ; both because he will 
so make better strokes, and also because he will not do 
nearly so much damage to the green. But if the beginner 
finds the approach stroke with the iron or mashie, however 
he tries to play it, of great difficulty, by all means let him 
try whether he can do better with a wooden or aluminium 
baffy. There is nothing illegal or morally disgraceful, as 
modern golfers seem inclined to think, about approaching 
with a wooden club or an aluminium spoon; and, in fact, 
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many very fine players of the old school used to approach 
with nothing but wood. Some of the aluminium spoons are 
so much set back in the face that they will pitch the ball as 
dead as a laid-back iron or a mashie. 

Some years ago there was a great prejudice against clubs 
much laid back. They were considered very uncertain, 
and in most cases men tried to stop the ball dead by putting 
cut upon it, by means of drawing the head of the club across 
the ball at the moment of impact. Many good players, 
especially professionals, use this stroke now, but with most 
players it is being superseded by the use of much-lofted 
clubs-mashies, light irons, or approaching cleeks. We 
are inclined to think that of all these the approaching cleek 
is the most easy for the beginner to play with. It seems to 
look at the ball in a more straightforward, simple way 
than the mashies and irons, whose faces always seem to 
present themselves at somewhat of an angle to the direction 
in which the ball ought to go : in a word, they seem easier 
to play straight with. The masnie is, of course, rather a 
dangerous tool in the hands of a tyro, because it has so 
small a face. There is but little margin for error. 

Nevertheless, despite this word in favour of the approach
ing cleek, the iron or mashie is the orthodox and recognized 
weapon with which to approach the hole. When the distance 
is less than that for which the three-quarter stroke is used, 
it is commonly called a half-shot distance. Now, it must be 
said that the three-quarter, half, quarter and wrist shots 
are on a nicely graduated scale, so that a man could hardly 
say with certainty at what distance one leaves off and 
another begins. So, too, with the strokes- a man could 
hardly tell you whether, on a certain occasion, he were 
playing a three-quarter or a half shot. The names are 
rather arbitrary, and do not correspond to any very clearly
defined differences; but roughly we may differentiate the 
strokes as follows :-When you are just a little too near 
the hole for the three-quarter stroke, you will use the half 
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shot. The half shot is played similarly to the three-quarter 
shot, save that it is executed by the arms working from the 
elbow-joints only. Other motions, such as the turning in 
of the left knee and rising on the ball of the left foot, do but 
follow on in such a way as not to check the motions of the 
forearms, which are the active agents of the swing. In 
the quarter shot-a shorter distance again-little part is 
taken in the swing by the arms above the wrists. This is, 
in fact, a wrist-stroke; but it may be distinguished from 
the wrist-stroke proper by the fact that the motions of the 
lower limbs are allowed, as before, to follow the swing: 
whereas the strict wrist-stroke may be said to be one in 
which the player is practically motionless, save for his hands 
and wrists, with which alone the stroke is played. This 
last, therefore, is only useful for a very short loft. 

But these distinctions, as we have said, are quite arbi
trary-it is open for any other to define the strokes differ
ently-but we do believe that it will be of service to the 
learner to be conscious of some more or less definite differ
ence in the methods for playing strokes of these different 
lengths. Otherwise he will be all too apt to play them with 
a kind of small section of the full swing, quite without 
method, and so be little likely to improve. 

The shorter the stroke, the nearer the ball the player 
should stand, and for very short strokes many players are 
in the habit of shortening their grip on the club-in some 
cases lowering the right hand even below the leather of 
the handle. It is well, too, as the distance becomes shorter, 
to have the ball more to the right-nearer the right toe. 
Where the problem is to pitch the ball very dead, it will be 
found that this may be best solved by holding the club 
rather loosely in the hand-the looser the better, always 
provided you are able to combine the looseness with accu
racy. A rather straight up and down swing will also tend 
to make the ball go high and to fall dead on alighting. 

The methods for putting cut on the ball are so very diffi-
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cult, both of description and of execution, that we prefer 
to leave the beginner with the much-lofted club in his hand, 
or to recommend him oral and practical instruction from a 
professional player; and, finally, since the introduction 
of the Haskell ball and all its kind, the general practice 
inclines less to pitching right up to the hole, and more to 
the low pitch with running fall. 

There remain but two clubs in the set whose use we have 
not touched on-the niblick and the putter. As the former 
is the least palatable subject, let us first dispose of it. The 
niblick, as no one can play golf long without learning, is 
designed for getting you out of a bunker. Whether it is 
well designed for the purpose it has occurred to many to 
doubt, but that is chiefly by reason of their own misuse of 
it If you are in a whin, or in very heavy grass, the getting 
out presents no special features. You have to hit the ball 
a heavy, brutal blow which shall rend away all obstacles. 
" Get well under the ball" exhausts nearly all the profes
sional coach's advice in such straits. But a frequent case 
in which the niblick is called in is that of a ball lying in the 
sand of a bunker and with the bunker cliff before it. The 
method of treatment suitable for this stroke differs from 
the method of all other strokes; for in this case you must 
not endeavour to hit the ball, but to hit downward into the 
sand some two inches or so behind the ball. The precise 
distance behind must depend on the nature of the sand. 
If the sand be very light you can afford to hit quite three 
inches behind the ball. Or if the sand be very heavy you 
will have to hit into it not more than one inch behind the 
balL Of course, in the former case-of very loose sand
you will be able to loft the ball much more perpendicularly 
-you will be able to get so much better under it. If the 
ball is lying hard, a very moderate bunker gliff will be an 
insurmountable obstacle. 

It is not at all easy to hit just the right distance behind 
the ball, and the only way to be at all certain of the stroke 
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is to keep your eye fixed not on the ball itself but on the 
exact spot behind the ball which you propose for cleavage 
by your niblick. This sounds very simple, but in reality it 
is very difficult; for it is to be hoped you will have become 
pretty well accustomed to looking at the ball when you 
prepare to strike it; and you will certainly find that the 
force of habit makes it very hard for you not to lift your 
eye from the little speck of sand and transfer it to the ball. 
To realize the difficulty is the best help towards over
coming it. 
!'-. Thus, in time, you may hope to reach the putting-green, 
or, if but on the edge of the green, you may run the ball up 
with the putter, or with the iron or mashie laid with its face 
over so as to push the ball along the surface of the ground. 
For this is a useful stroke to learn: the hands are brought 
well forward to the player's left; the ball is opposite his 
right toe, so that the face of the club becomes almost up
right as it meets the ball. Then, with stiff wrists, the club 
is pushed out, along the ground, away from the ball and 
dragged forward again, still with stiff wrists, with a slow, 
pushing stroke somewhat like a slow forward stroke at 
cricket. This stroke is often useful when there is some 
rough ground to go over just before the ball, and then a 
clear run up to the hole. But if the ground be level and 
clear of hazards all the way, there is no better club than a 
wooden putter. Even if the ground be rough there is 
scarcely a better club, if the roughness consist of small, ill 
defined hummocks; for in this case it is impossible to know 
on which side of a hummock a lofted shot will pitch. If 
the ball pitch on the up-hill it will stop dead, but if it pitch 
on the down-hill it will run like a hare and all these eccen
tricities are even in stronger evidence with the india-rubber
filled ball than they used to be with the solid "gutty." 
Therefore, on a ground of this nature, unless there be beyond 
it a fairly level spot on which your lofted approach may 
light, a putter is betterl because you can strike a rough 
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average of the bumps which your ball is likely to get and 
regulate the strength accordingly. A wooden or an 
aluminium putter is better for the long putt and for the putt 
over rough ground than the iron putter, because the latter 
seems to keep the ball closer to the ground and makes it so 
much the more liable to kicks and ill· treatment. But this 
same quality of the iron putter seems to make it the more 
desi,rable weapon when you are near the hole or on a very 
true green; for the comparatively close grip of the ground 
which it seems to give the ball makes the latter all the 
more likely to go into the hole if it come across it when 
going rather strong. 

And, in fact, we see many players use a wooden or 
aluminium putter for their long putts and an iron one for 
holing out. But all this is in a great measure a matter of 
fancy and of confidence, as is all putting. Some men 
play quite long approach putts with iron putters, and play 
them very well; but it would appear that for approaching 
over rough ground with the iron putter it is best to hold the 
club rather lightly in the grip. Then the ball runs more 
boundingly and with less of the tight hold of the ground. 

But of all putting, even more than of the rest of the 
game, it is true that the great difficulty is to hit the ball 
correctly; and the great secret for hitting the ball correctly 
is to keep the eye on the ball. We fancy that few golfers 
realize how easy it is to miss-hit a putt. The results arc 
not so glaring as in the case of a missed drive, but we are 
only the more likely, on that account, to go on with our 
missing and say that our" eye is out," or that we are 
" bilious," when really the trouble is that we do not realize 
that we are continually topping, heeling or teeing our putts. 
Evidence to confirm this will be seen in the fact that a man 
who is quite off his putting with his usual putter will often 
take another club and find himself putting quite well with 
it. Why is this? Simply because with the unfamiliar 
weapon he unconsciously feels a greater difficulty in hitting 
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the ball true, and to effect this gets his errant eye back to 
the ball again. 

But he should on no account quarrel with the result be
cause he has found out the reason. By all means let him 
go on putting with the club he can play well with. The 
magic will have gone from it in a day or two. Let him 
enjoy the novelty while he may. It is always good to have 
an alternative putting weapon-a second string when the 
first is out of tune. 

Of putting there are as many styles as there are golfers, 
almost. Men putt badly in all styles and well in all styles. 
A few general maxims will suffice on a point on which it is 
so impossible to dogmatize. The best putters have seemed 
to us to draw the putter well back from the ball before 
striking it, so that they have hit a smooth blow without 
jerk. A great thing is to find out the position in which it 
is most easy for you to make the putter travel straight as it 
hits the ball-not in too much of a circle. Bring your putter 
home, and study out this problem on the lines of the carpet 
or of the boards of the floor. It will not be wasted time. 
Imagine the ball to be a certain spot on the line, and try to 
see how you can most easily get the putter-head working 
along the line both to right and left of the spot. If the 
putter-head is moving straight when it meets the ball, the 
ball will not go crooked. 

Unfortunately you do not have a line marked like this 
on the putting-green, but it is a good plan to take a line, 
looking from behind the ball, with your face towards the 
hole, and select a daisy or a salient blade of grass, and make 
up your mind that if you can get the ball to go over that 
you will be in. If you have an index of this kind near your 
ball you will find it less disturbing to glance at it in adjust
ing your aim than to be continually looking up at the com
paratively far-off hole. But in your approach-putts we 
would advise you not to be over-careful in studying your 
direction, but to get as right as possible the much more 
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important matter of strength. In putts of ten yards or 
over, golfers err much more often in the matter of strength 
than of direction. Finally, remember the maxim which 
should ever be on the putter's lips, " Be up." 

HISTORY OF CHAMPIONSHIP, etc. 

GOLF is a storied game, but in the comparatively recent past 
there was not even a recognized bay-leaf to crown the best 
golfers of the time. Like the great men previous to Aga
memnon, they golfed and passed away unrecorded. Legend 
tells us a few stories, most of them quite within the bounds 
of our credence, of Allan Robertson; but Allan Robertson 
had ceased to golf before the Prestwick Golf Club, in 1860, 
offered the Champion Belt to be played for annually over 
the Prestwick Links, and to be held for the year by the 
best player. With the trophy went the title of Champion; 
and, indeed, there seems to have been no other prizes open 
to the golfing world to compete with it.. .'1 '-:1 

The belt was not given absolutely as a challenge prize. 
If won thrice in succession it was to become the property 
of such wimi.er. Its term of existence under these con
ditions was only eleven years, for in 1870 young Tom 
Morris won it for the third successive time, and it became 
his property. Notice, too, that in these eleven years but 
three names appear on the record of fame-Park, Morris; 
Strath. Of these Strath won once, Park thrice, while 
the name of Morris fills up all the balance. But it was 
not always the same Morris. Four times did" old Tom" 
win the belt, against the triple victory of his son; but the 
father could not manage three successive wins. The son 
did things better. Having begun to win, almost as a boy, 
in 1868, he did not leave off winning until 1870, when he 
had won the belt outright. Then there was a gap of one 
year, no one offering a prize to take the place of the belt: 

E 
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absolutely, had it been under the conditions of the belt. 
But by this time a premature death had carried off poor 
Young Tommy. 

Of winners of the Champion Cup the record IS as 
follows :-

1872 Tom Morris, jun. 
1873 Tom Kidd 
1874 
1875 
1876 

Mungo Park 
Willie Park 
Bob Martin 

1877 J amie Anderson 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
HJ02 

" Bob F erguson 

" W. Fernie 
J ack Simpson 
Bob Martin 
D. Brown 
Willie Park, jun. 
J ack Burns 
Willie Park, jun. 
Mr. John Ball, jun. 
Hugh Kirkaldy 
Mr. H . H . Hilton 
W. Auchterlonie 
J. H. Taylor 

;; 

H . Vardon 
Mr. H. H . Hilton 
H. Vardon 

" J. H. Taylor 
J ames Braid 
A. Herd 

166 
179 
159 
166 
176 
160 
157 
170 
162 
170 
171 
159 
160 
171 
157 
161 
171 
155 
164 
166 

(72 holes) 303 
322 
326 
322 
316 

. . 314 
307 

.. 310 
309 

.. 309 
307 
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This Championship is now competed for on the links of 
St. Andrews, Prestwick, and Muirfield in Scotland, and
Sandwich and Hoylake in England. 

From this list it will be seen that the open championship 
has thrice been won by amateurs, once by Mr. Ball and 
twice by Mr. Hilton. It is very noteworthy that both these 
are men of Hoylake, both Englishmen. 

The institution of the Amateur Championship is of 
recent date, and is due mainly to the energy of the Royal 
Liverpool Golf Club. 

In 1885 the Royal Liverpool Club held a Competition 
under the title of an Amateur Championship Meeting, and 
in a very representative field Mr. A. F. Macfie was victor. 

As a consequence of the success of this meeting a more 
formally recognized Amateur Championship was inaugu
rated-delegates were sent from all the prominent Clubs 
subscribing for the purchase of the Amateur Championship 
prize, and to those delegates was entrusted the business 
of drawing up conditions for the contest and fixing its 
arena. These conditions are that the competition shall 
proceed by matches of eighteen holes, the pairs to be 
drawn, the drawing for the first heat to fix the order in 
all subsequent heats; each beaten player to retire, but 
in case of a tie extra holes to be played until one side wins 
a hole; blanks to be put in in sufficient number to raise the 
number of tickets, in the first drawing, to a power of two, 
and each blank ticket to be drawn against a player's 
name, in order that all byes may come in the first heat. 

The delegates arrange the general conditions, but the 
details are subject to the Rules and to the Committee of 
that Club on whose green the contest may be held. Each 
competitor has to pay £1 entrance fee-the money going 
to defray all expenses and to buy memento medals for the 
winners and runners-up. In 1892 a departure, in the matter 
of the arena of battle, was introduced. The competition 
was held at Sandwich, on the links of the St. George's 
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Club, in Kent. Previously it had been held at St. Andrews, 
Prest wick and Hoylake, but the new battlefield gave every 
satisfaction. 

A further alteration, made in 1896, provides that the 
final heat shall consist of thirty-six holes, instead of the 
eighteen that had hitherto been sufficient. 

Winners of Amateur Championship since its formal 
inauguration :-

Mr. Horace G. Hutchinson, at St. Andrews 1886 
Mr. Horace G. Hutchinson, at Hoylake 1887 
Mr. John Ball, jun., at Prestwick .. 1888 
Mr. J. E. Laidlay, at St. Andrews 1889 
Mr. John Ball, jun., at Hoylake .. 1890 
Mr. J. E. Laidlay, at St. Andrews. . 1891 
Mr. John Ball, jun., at Sandwich 
Mr. P. Anderson, at Prestwick 
Mr. J. Ball, JUD., at Hoylake 
Mr. L. Balfour-Melville, at St. Andrews 
Mr. F. G. Tait, at Sandwich 
Mr. J. T. Allan, at Muirfield 
Mr. :F. G. Tait, at Hoylake 
Mr. J. Ball, jun., at Prestwick 
Mr. H. H. Hilton, at Sandwich 
Mr. H. H. Hilton, at Muirfield 
Mr. C. Hutchings, at Hoylake 

LINKS 

1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 

THE Royal and Ancient Golf-Club of St. Andrews is surely 
a fine-sounding name; yet it is not one whit too sonorous 
a title. Royal, St. Andrews is, for kings and princes have 
golfed-indifferently-upon its green; and ancient, because 
men, royal and otherwise, golfed there before they began 
to make history. Still, despite the growth of southern 
golf, we look to St. Andrews with pious veneration as the 
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alma mater, the fountain head of golfing life and inspiration. 
She is an austere parent-one might wish her a few more 

fountains-for her soil is very hard and very much cut 
up by the irons of her ungrateful children, who are all too 
careless about the replacing of the turf. Also the links 
abound in small braes or grassy faces in the centre of the 
course; and if you lie close behind one of these your fate 
is worse than that of the wild knight errant who has 
wandered into the" fog" on either side. This quality of 
hardness of soil, which St. Andrews shares with Mussel
burgh, and which is due, one may suppose, to a consider
able admixture of clay with the sand of the links' soil, is 
very vexing to a player who has been brought up on the 
softer turf of Prestwick, Westward Ho ! or Sandwich. It 
is not the best quality, in our opinion, for golf; yet we 
may bless the golfer's patron saint that the St. Andrews 
turf is thus constituted, for otherwise the whole links 
would be a Sahara. They would never stand the enormous 
amount of play which goes on upon them were they of 
any softer consistency. Nevertheless, St. Andrews, with 
every drawback, has noble links still: they are so long 
-a joy to the long driver. There are none of those tre
mendous carries from the lie which are the feature of 
Sandwich; but the holes are laid out so cunningly, at 
just the ideal distances apart, that an indifferent drive is 
almost as badly punished, though it may lie well, as a 
similar drive at Sandwich which ends in bunker. For 
unless the first drive be a good one, it happens at nearly 
every hole that the player will find himself a stroke to 
the bad because he has not made himself for getting up 
to the putting-green with his second; or in the case of 
the long hole, both of outgoing and homecoming, with his 
third. This is a merit which St. Andrews possesses beyond 
any other links which we know, and it' is a merit which 
those whose duty it is to layout links should fully recognize 
and strive to imitate. Far too many holes do we see on 
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most links which are of that most wretched length-a 
drive and an iron shot, or two drives and an iron shot. 
This is a wretched length; because it admits of a bad shot 
going unpenalized. The man who has baffed his drive 
has but to take a longer club for his next shot than the 
opponent who has hit a fine one; and both may be on the 
green in the same number. But at St; Andrews it is hardly 
ever so. Two really good shots will put the fine driver 
upon the green, while the opponent who has slightly 
missed one or other shot, will be some forty yards from the 
hole! and will need an heroic effort to get down in less 
than three more, while the two faultless drives leave this 
feat within the range of practical and simple politics. 

This, we are inclined to think, is the transcendent 
beauty of St. Andrews, although the ideal conditions 
have been a little upset by the coming of the Haskell ball, 
which gives a slightly greater length of tee-shot, increased 
ease of playing the seconds, and a greater length off all the 
iron clubs; but the balance is restored; as far as possible, 
by putting back the tees. Moreover, most of the holes are 
remarkably well guarded by bunkers, and bunkers of a 
very fair sort; for they -are deep and rather hard at the 
bottom, so that it almost always happens that they exact 
the penalty of one stroke in getting out. But they very 
seldom exact more; unless the niblick shot be a bad one, 
for the lies in them are never desperate; Most of these 
bunkers are more or less in the middle of the course and 
close around the hole; but there is not an unfair shot on 
the course. There is always good lying-barring the 
misadventure of lying behind a brae or in an iron-skelp, 
which is, more or less, of the machinations of the Evil One 
-if the ball be well and straightly struck.· On the first 

, and last five holes the putting-greens are very fine, and of 
those towards the end of the course we may say that; 
considering the amount of play, it is wonderful that they 
are no WOrse. Many object to the St, Andrews bunkers that 
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they are sunken, and do not show themselves to the player 
at the tee; but you will need to be exceptionally fortunate 
if a few rounds do not make you acquainted with their 
whereabouts. Some of the holes are on little plateaus, 
with banks towards you; and since the turf is so hard 
that a ball pitching on the greens can hardly be made to 
stay there, the "running up" stroke with the iron is a 
very useful mode of approach to cultivate. 

The links are in the form of a shepherd's crook, with 
the handle turned towards St. Andrews. The eighth and 
ninth holes are on the short bend of the crook, towards 
the town, and the tenth and eleventh on the short bend 
away from the Cathedral city. Then, all the way home 
you ha.ve the town revealing to you tower after tower of 
its fine buildings and noble ruins, which are given you as 
la.ndmarks in the navigating directions of your caddie. 
From the great play upon it the green is wide, the whins 
which used to hem in the course having become so trodden 
away that it requires some skill in going off the line to 
find them. Yet, still; the round is not done in small 
numbers. The medal has never been won in less than 77 
strokes; and though the late Hugh Kirkaldy has been 
round in 73, and his brother, Andrew, in 72, these are 
the deeds of heroes, and not of ordinary men. All this 
is written of the old classic course of St. Andrews, but St. 
Andrews has now another course, beside the old one, of 
the full length of eighteen holes. Its surface is not tramped 
down to the same brick· like consistency as that of the old I 
but it is a fine long course, as some think not at- all inferior 
to the older one, and in any case, an excellent alternative. 
; •. Right across Scotland, on the West, is another very 
famous links, and very different from St. Andrews: Prest
wick, in Ayrshire. Prestwick golf is different from St: 
Andrews golf. The soil is softer-it is the real links sand. 
with a fine carpet of turt Prestwick is a private course; 
belonging to the members of the club; and its privacy 
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is its salvatiQn; fQr it CQuld never carry Qn its existence 
under the amQunt Qf play which St. Andrews with diffi
culty survives. Prestwick, in Qld days, was but a twelve
hQle CQurse, but they were twelve Qf the best-sQme say 
the very best-that CQuid be fQund anywhere. Great big 
bunkers and undulating sand-hills to. carry, with hQles in 
dells,and punch-bQwls amQngst the hills, were its character
istics in thQse days; and these it still keeps. But, further, 
it has added Qther hQles "beyQnd the wall," which are, 
fQr the mQst part; fiat, with a streamlet menacing the 
crQQked driver. But betwixt two. level pastures runs 
a PQrtentQus ridge Qf sand· hills, apprQpriately named the 
"Himalayas," Qver which the gQlfer must drive his ball 
Qr pay fearful penalties. On the hQmeward jQurney the 
perils Qf mQuntains are enhanced by the stream which 
CQurses alQng their feet, and which is then Qn the far side 
Qf the mQuntain frQm yQU; It takes a really gQQd drive 
to. carry bQth Himalayas and burn. It is, Qf CQurse, 
PQssible to. get into. the burn Qn yQur QutgQing shQt Qver 
the mQuntain; but this can Qnly be dQne by the WQrst 
Qf "tQPS," fQr yQU tee Qn the very brink Qf the stream. 
The Cardinal's NQb is perhaps the mQst famQus Qf the great 
bunkers, and prQbably it has CQst mQre strQkes than any 
Qther bunker into. which a gQlfer has ever gQt. FQr, besides 
being deep and prQad; it is palisaded with bQarding to. 
keep the edges perpendicular. AbQve all, it dQes nQt 
present itself as a hazard to. be carried frQm the tee
that is, Qn its QutgQing and mQre terrible aspect; but as 
a crux fQr the secQnd shQt. NQw, many men tQP the 
ball frQm the tee; but mQre tQP it frQm the place which 
it gQes to. after the tee shQt. TherefQre, we again affirm 
it, mQre men get into. the Cardinal's NQb, cQmpared with 
the number who. try to. get Qver it, than into. any Qther 
bunker in the wQrld. No one who has played at Prestwick 
will fail to associate his golf on these links with the excite
ment of running up~ne of the great hills to. see hQW near 
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the ball has rolled to the hole which is known to be in the 
hollow just over the hill. And the joy of finding that 
your own ball has rolled down dead, while your adversary's 
has stuck upon the hillside, is quite ecstatic. The scenery 
from these hill-tops is less beautiful than the sight we have 
just conjured up, but only a little less. There is Arran 
in the distance, and all the beauties of the Clyde estuary 
nearer at hand; but, needless to say, the golfer does not 
look at them. In the dim distance is the Mull of Cantire, 
on which is a noble golf-links. Machrihanish is its name, 
and its natural golfing features are second to none; but 
as it is as hard to get to as its name is to spell or to pro
nounce, its golfers are comparatively few. But nearer 
there are the beautiful links of Troon, and it makes a nice 
change from Prestwick to play the first nine of the Prest
wick holes, then to walk half a mile across the bents to 
the end hole of Troon, and finish your eighteen there. 
Then lunch at Troon, and play back in reverse fashion 
in the afternoon. Even in Arran, as well as in the" adjacent 
islands of Great Britain and Ireland," there is a golf
links now; and there is one as far north as Kirkwall, in 
the Orkneys. 

But of greater golf-links there are Dornoch, Montrose, 
Nairn, Carnoustie Barry, Cruden Bay, and a host besides. 
North Berwick deserves a high place among Scottish links. It 
used to be too short to rank as first class, though it always 
was delightful, with its many varieties and incidents; 
but now it is extended, so that its length may satisfy 
the longest driver, and the characteristic interest of the 
course, in the fine guarding of its greens with hazards 
of all descriptions, is well maintained. The putting-greens 
are very good, and the islands dotted!in the sea make the 
scenery always delightfuL 

Though Musselburgh has never had more than nine 
holes, they are nine good ones; though, we fear, less good 
than they used to be. It is so near Edinburgh, and Edin-
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burgh is the home of many a golfer. The whins are trodden 
away, almost to vanishing point; but the bunkers; includ
ing the famous Pandy, are as formidable as ever. A 
great deal of very good golf is played at Musselburgh even 
now. It is, moreover, one of the greens on which the 
Open Championship used to be played-St. Andrews and 
Prestwick being the others. But the Honourable Company 
of Edinburgh Golfers has now removed and taken the 
Open Championship with it, from Musselburgh to Muirfield; 
further down the Forth,_ where its members will find finer 
turf and fewer golfers. All this Forth coast is golf-links. 
Luffness is remarkably fine, and Gullane scarcely less so. 
Nearer North Berwick is Archerfield, and now Muirfield 
is laid under the golfers' requisition too. 

And so we may leave Scotland, with many apologies to 
the many noble links of which lack of space obliges us 
to refrain from speaking. 

Blackheath, the oldest of all English Golf Clubs
indeed, the club whose legends go further back than even 
those of the Royal and Ancient-is not all that its tradi
tions seem to promise. There are seven very long holes, 
but the soil is flinty, the lies are not good, roads are the 
chief hazards, and unsympathetic passers-by are ubiquitous; 

There are many fine inland courses within short train 
journey from London. Mitcham, perhaps the most con
venient, gives fine golf and excellent putting-greens. 
W oking is one of the best, with its fine open country and 
natural hazards. New Zealand, among the pines, is charm
ing, and delightfully sheltered on a day of cold strong wind. 
Sunningdale, one of the newest inventions, has a wonder
fully light soil, for inland, and will be just about the best 
oi all. Then there are the two Richmond Greens-the 
Mid-Surrey and the Sudbrook Park-both with fine turf 
and putting greens, the latter rather on the short sidei 
but very picturesque in its sylvan beauty: And there are 
Chorley Wood and others in the Hertfordshire Hills. Eltham 
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that opponent shall lose the hole to the player. As regards 
the other opponent the occurrence is " a rub of the green." 

10. In a best-ball match if a player's ball strike or be 
moved by an opponent or an opponent's caddie or clubs 
the opponent's side shaH lose the hole. 

11. In a best-ball match if a player's ball (the player being 
one of a side} strike or be stopped by hi mself or his partner 
or either of their caddies or clubs that player only shall 
be disqualified for that hole. 

12. In all other cases where a player would by the Rules 
of Golf incur the loss of the hole he shall be disqualified ror 
that hole, but the disqualification shall not apply to his 
partner. 

ETIQUETTE OF GOLF 

The following customs belong to the established Etiquette 
of Golf and should be obsen>ed by all Golfers. 

1. No player, caddie, or onlooker should move or talk 
during a stroke. 

2. No player should play from the tee until the party in 
front. have played their second strokes and are out of range, 
nor play to the putting-green till the party in front have 
holed out and moved away. 

3. The player who leads from the tee should be allowed 
to play before his opponent tees his ball. 

4. Players who have holed out should not try their putts 
over again when other players are following them. 

5. Players looking for a lost ball must allow any other 
match coming up to pass them. 

6. A party playing three or more balls must allow a 
two-ball match to pass them. 

7. A party pltl,ying a shorter round must allow a two-ball 
match playing the whole round to pass them. 
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8. A player should not putt at the hole when the flag 
is in it. 

9. The reckoning of the strokeR is kept by the terms 
" the odd," " two more," " three more," etc., and" one off 
three," "one off two," "the like." The reckoning of the 
holes is kept by the terms: so many" holes up" -or" all 
even "-and-so many" to play." 

10. Turf cut or displaced by a stroke in playing should 
be at once replaced.. 

LOCAL RULES FOR ST. ANDREWS LINKS. 

1. When the Green Committee consider it necessary, a 
Telegraph Board shall be used to give the numbers for 
starting. 

2. If the ball lie in any position in the Swilcan Burn, 
whether in water or not, the player may drop it, or if it 
cannot be recoyered, another ball may be dropped on the 
line where it entered the burn, on the opposite side to the 
hole to that to which he is playing, under the penalty of 
one stroke. 

3. Should a ball be driven into the water of the Eden at 
the high hole, or into the Sea at the first hole, the ball, or, 
if it cannot be recovered, another ball, shall be teed a club's 
length in front of either river or sea near the spot where it 
entered, under the penalty of one stroke. 

3a. Over the bank of the River Eden shall be treated as 
a hazard, and accordingly it is not permissible to ground 
the club or touch the hedge in addressing a ball here. 

3b. The cart road in the wruns between the old and Ilew 
courses shall be considered a hazard. 

4. A ball in the enclosure (between the road and dyke 
holes) called the Station-Master's Garden shall be a lost 
ball. 
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GLOSSARY OF TECHNICAL TERMS EMPLOYED IN 

THE GAME OF GOLF 

Addressing the ball. Putting oneself III position to 
strike the ball. 

Approach. When the player is sufficiently near the hole to 
be able to drive the ball to the putting-green his stroke is 
called the" approach-shot." 

Baft. To strike the ground with the" sole" of the club-head 
in playing, and so send ball in air. 

Bafty. A wooden club to play lofting shots. 

Bent. Rush, bent-grass. 

Bogey. Usually given the title of Colonel. A phantom 
who is credited with a certain score for each hole, against 
which score each player is competing. 

Bone. A piece of ram's horn inserted in the sole of the club 
to prevent it from splitting. 

Brassey. A wooden club with a brass sole. 

Break-club. An ohstacle lying neat a ball of such a nature 
as might break the club when striking at the ball. 

Bulger. A club with a convex face. 

Bunker. Generally any rough, hazardous ground-more 
strictly, a sand-pit. 

Bye. Any hole or holes that remain to be played after the 
match is finished. They are played for singly; unless the 
sides agree to make another match of them. 

Caddie. A person who carries the golfer's clubs, and who 
can usually give him advice in regard to the game. 

Cleek. An iron-headed club of considerable driving power 
and sometimes used for putting. 
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to have played" the odds" is to have played one stroke 
more than your adversary. Some other terms used in 
counting the game will be most easily explained here all 
together. If your opponent has played one stroke more 
than you-that is, " the odds "-your next stroke will be 
"the like" ; if two strokes more-that is, "the two 
more" -your next stroke will be "the one off two" ; 
if " three more," " the one off three," and so on. 

One-off-two, One-off-three, etc. See under Odds. 

Play-club. A wooden-headed club, with full-length shaft, 
more or less supple: with it the ball can be driven to the 
greatest distance. It is used when the ball lies welL 

Press. To strive to recover lost ground by special hard 
hitting-a very dangerous thing to attempt. 

Putt. To play the delicate game close to the hole. (Pro
nounce u as in but.) 

Putter. An upright, stiff-shafted; wooden-headed club 
(some use iron heads), used when the ball is on the putting 
green; 

Rind. A strip of cloth under the leather to thicken the 
grip. 

Rub on the green. A favourable or unfavourable knock 
to the ball, for which no penalty is imposed, and which 
must be submitted to; 

Scare. The narrow part of the club-head by which it is 
glued to the handle. 

Sclaff. When the club-head strikes the ground behind the 
ball, and follows on with a ricochet. 

Screw. See Draw. 

Scruff. Slightly razing the grass in striking. 

Set. A full complement of clubs; 

Shaft. The stick or handle of the club. 
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Sole. The flat bottom of the-club-head; 

Spoons. Wooden-headed clubs of three lengths-long, 
middle and short: the head is scooped, so as to loft the 
ball. 

Spr'ing. The degree of suppleness in the shaft. 

Square. When the game stands evenly balanced, neither 
side being any holes ahead. 

Stance. The position of the player's feet when addressing 
himself to the ball. 

Steal. To hole an unlikely "putt" from a distance, but 
not by a " gobble." 

Stroke. The act of hitting the ball with the club, or the 
attempt to do so. 

Stymie. When your opponent's ball lies in the line of your 
" putt." 

Swing. The sweep of the club in driving. 

Swipe. A full driving stroke. 
Tee. The pat of sand on which the ball is placed for the 

first stroke each hole; 

Third. A handicap of a stroke deducted every third hole. 

Toe. Another name for the nose of the club; 

Top. To hit the ball above its centre; 

Two-more, Three-more, etc. See under Odds. 

Upright. A club is said to be " upright" when its head is 
not at a very obtuse angle to the shaft. 

Whins. Furze or gorse; 

Whipping. The pitched twine uniting the head and 
handle. 

Wrist Shot. Less than half a shot, generally played with 
an iron club. 




