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IN addition to a few hints on how the different
shots should be played, I have prevailed upon
my brother, J. H. Taylor, to contribute a
chapter on the evolution of the bunker. This
should prove interesting reading, for nothing
pertaining to the game has been subjected to
such changes as these necessary evils. As re-
gards my efforts showing how the shots should
be played, I should like it borne in mind that
what I have set forth is in the interests, and
entirely from the point of view of, the average
player. It is extremely difficult for the scratch
man to bring himself down to the thinking level
of the 18 handicap player. Each sees the game
in a different light, and as the better player has
been fully catered for in the works of Messrs
Vardon, Braid, and my brother, I intend this
book solely for those players who find a difficulty
in following the advanced theories laid down in
the books of these masters.

The photos were taken specially for this book
by A. S. Hardy, Esq., a keen golfer, and .
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member of the Acton Club, to whom I am
greatly indebted. I claim no literary merit for
this book. It is written by a professiona.l who
from his boyhood has been connected with the
game, and if it helps in any slight degree to
further the triumphant march of the Royal and
Ancient Game, then he will be amply rewarded
in the knowledge thereof.
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humble this scoffer to the dust. A child is
never too young nor a man too old to start
golf. If you have reached a mature age there is
still time to make a name for yourself. If I
remember rightly Mr Hutchings, who won the
Amateur Championship some four or five years
ago, did not commence to play until he was
forty, while his opponent in the final, Mr S. H.
Fry, was past thirty-five before he was first
initiated into the game. Therefore do not let
the question of age stand in the way. You
might never be a champion; in fact, your
handicap may never be below double figures,
but all the time you are benefiting by the open
air, the exercise of hitting, and the walking; to
an extent that will cause your doctor to think
furiously. I venture to state that golf has
done more good to the community than all
the medicine in the world. So pluck up
courage, you that are hovering-join a club,
purchase some implements, and join the happy
band of people who derive great pleasure from
chasing an elusive white ball half over a county.
Golf and golfers are both conservative, remem-
ber this, and as a man is judged by his
behaviour the first time he puts foot on the
magic sward, do not, in a feeling of false at-



homeness, say or do anything that could be
construed into a feeling of disrespect. Some
point might strike you as being absurd, and
you might with the self-assurance of ignorance
suggest that this or that could be improved,
but don't be surprised if you are sat on with
the remark that "the game has been thought
good enough for the best in the land, and it
should be good enough for you!" Golfers
hang together when the game is attacked, and
are merciless on the new-comer who begins to
advocate changes. Having instilled in you a
true sense of the importance of the step you
are about to undertake, let me go a little
further and still act as your father confessor.
At the club which you propose joining there
is sure to be a man who belongs to the same
profession as myself, namely, a golf professional.
Place yourself entirely in his hands. He will
fix you up with the necessary clubs, and will
give you your first insight into the hidden
mysteries of the game. Do not let a friend
pick out your clubs for you. If you do, you
will probably require a new set before you are
much older. It does not follow that what
suits him will suit you. Trust to the pro-
fessional, who, from his experience, can tell in



an instant just what clubs you require. Place
yourself in his hands, and good luck to you!
We will now assume that you are a fully-
fledged golfer and therefore the reading of
this book might be of help to you. As I have
stated in another part an absolute beginner
can learn nothing from a book-his place is
with the professional,-but for you who have
advanced a step, and wish to go still higher, I
would seriously advise you to read what I have
written. I honestly believe it will help you,
but at the same time I would have you realize
that you cannot learn golf in a room. Go to
the links and practise. Go to some quiet
corner with this book in your pocket and
thrash the thing out for yourself. Don't be
in a hurry to play a round, remember that
before you could play "Chopin" you had to
learn the notes. Golf is largely a game of
logic. There are no secrets hidden but what
the humblest player can unravel them if he
choose to practise methodically. Golf is so
delightfully difficult that the learning should be
a pleasure; and remember, the hardness of golf
consists largely of its apparent easiness. Golf
looks easy. It seems so simple to hit a still
ball, but it isn't-so don't handicap yourself



by thinking it is. In the chapters that follow
I have endeavoured to show the easiest way of
playing the shots, but I should like it under-
stood that a man's personality enters largely
into the game. A player will soon find out
his little idiosyncrasies and around them should
build his game. No one knows his failings as
well as himself, and no one knows better than
he that it depends entirely on his own exertions
if he is to improve. Take upon yourself the
blame of doing badly, and reserve to yourself
the praise of doing well. Such a temperament
as this is sure of success, therefore try to
create it.



IT will be noticed in the preceding chapter that
I have not stated how far the player should
stand from the ball. Such a question is best
left to the individual. If he is standing too
near he will hit the ball on the heel of the club,
and will also find that his arms are uncomfort-
ably tucked into his body. If, on the reverse,
he is standing too far away, he will invariably
find that he is hitting the ball with the toe of
the club, besides having a tendency, as the club
swings down, of falling forward. The distance
one should stand from the ball is governed
entirely by the physical differences of the
players. A player with long arms would natu-
rally stand further from the ball than the person
whose arms were shorter, that is, if they are
using anything like the same length of club.
The ball should be reached comfortably, with-
out any undue pushing out of the arms, or
bending of the body. Don't stand bolt up-
right, and try not to crouch, for the more a
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player crouches the more power he loses. No
person can tell you just how far to stand away,
so try to work out your own salvation. The·
great art of brassie play is to get the ball up
into the air. That is the whole question
summed up in a very few words. The stance
should be practically the same as with the
driver, with the ball in much the same posi-
tion. The backward swing is slightly more
perpendicular, that is to say, the club reaches
the right shoulder by a shorter passage than
does the driver. There is less sweep, and the
club comes down to the ball at a sharper angle,
with the result that instead of the head of the
club sweeping close to the ground for a foot or
so, it does so for a matter of inches. The
club, after hitting the ball, swings up more
sharply than in a drive, although the arms are
kept at full length. The tend is upwards and
outwards, instead of outwards only. The body
should not turn so much as in a drive, while
the left knee is bent less. The swing back is
shorter, with the left arm stiffer, while the
wrists, as the club comes down, should be firm.
You have to prepare for the club hitting the
ground, and therefore setting up some resistance,
a thing not experienced when driving a ball off



a sand tee. Some brassie shots can be taken
cleanly, but the great majority require the turf
to be grazed as the ball is hit, and no matter
how light! y the turf may be touched, if you are
not prepared for it the chances are that the shot
is not so good as it might have been. Use a
brassie with a bit of loft on the face, this will
help you wonderfully; remember, the sole idea
of the brassie shot is to get the ball up.
There is no virtue in the brassie shot that
flies low, no matter how well hit, if it catches
a bunker a hundred yards away. Get it in
the air, there are no bunkers up there, any-
how. A short-faced brassie is of more use
than one with a long face, while if a slight bit
of bulge is added it will be found conducive
to straightness. The shaft should be fairly
stiff with just enough spring in it to feel
the head, and the length of the club about
41 inches, no more. There is no need to
have a brassie shaft absolutely dead stiff. A
little feel takes off the jar when hitting the
ground, and unless the shaft is very springy it
has no effect on the straightness of the flight
of the ball. If the sole of the brassie is very
slightly curved it will be found a help for

. getting a ball out of a "cuppy" lie. For



the ball that is much cupped) or one that is
laying close to a bunker, swing the club up
more straightly still, for it follows as a general
principle in golf that the flatter the swing the
lower the flight of the ball. Should it be
necessary to get a high ball, and that the
height be obtained as soon after the ball is
struck as possible, stand a little further behind
it. By this means you will hit the ball when
the club is sharply on the upward part of the
finish, and if the shot is played rightly a high
soaring ball is the result. Such a ball) how-
ever, is invariably cut, and as cut produces
slice) players should always allow for this, a:nd
aim some yards to the kft of where they
ultimately want the ball to finish. The knack
of timing this shot is extremely hard, and as
the ball is further forward than from where it
is usually played, and the club swinging away
trom, instead of along the ground, the chances
are that, unless the ball is carefully watched,
and the body kept quite steady, the result will
be a topped shot. Whether such a shot is
worth the risk is hard to say, personally I do
not think so. Nothing is more exasperating
than a properly topped ball, and they come
from the shot I have mentioned frequently.



Therefore it would be the best policy, if con-
fronted with such a temptation, to swallow
one's pride and take an iron-it is much the
safer, and the safe game often pays in golf.
One often hears that a spared brassie shot is
better than a full smack with an iron. It is
contended that a shot with less force behind it
is more apt to keep straight than one into
which a deal of power has been put. I fail to
see the advantage gained by sparing a shot with
a brassie. Mr Hilton, the present amateur
champion, is probably the finest exponent of
this shot of the present day, but I am sure he
will agree with me when I say that such a shot
is entirely beyond the powers of the average
player. It is necessary to time such a shot to
the thousandth part of a second, and unless
you are capable of doing this, you had better
leave it alone. It is sometimes necessary for
a player to playa brassie shot with a little slice
or pull, especially so on a course that has trees
or corners of woods for hazards. To do so is
not really hard, but the difficulty is in con-
trolling the slice or pull within reasonable
bounds. To regulate a slice or pull so that
the ball arrives within a few yards of where it
was intended to stop, can only be acquired by



a considerable amount of practice, but if the
following hints are carried out, the shot can be
played more or less successfully. For a long
slice, that is a shot upon which the slice is not
wanted to act until the ball has flown 150

yards or so, the best method is to push the
hands a little in front of the ball just at the
time of striking. This, aided by a scarcely
perceptible pulI in of the hands as the club is
passing through the ball, will result in the ball
receiving just that amount of spin that will
act as soon as the ball is losing its power.
If the spin is slight, the force of the ball
travelIing through the air will prevent it
acting until the ball is ready to fall, when
it will be seen to incline, on a curve, in the
direction required. The amount of slice is
regulated entirely by the quantity of cut used.
If the ball is required to turn quickly to the
right immediately after the ball is struck,
the arms and wrists must be brought more
sharply across the ball at the time of impact.
The club is lifted straight up to the right
shoulder without any sweep at all. The club
is then brought, with a cutting motion,
across the ball, finishing with the hands on,
or about, a level with the left hip. The



swing is naturally restrained, with the wrists
and arms finishing stiffly, while the whole
feeling is one of cramped discomfort. To
pull at will is rather harder to attain, primarily
through the fact that pulling is not such a
natural fault as slicing. Golfers of any class
are apt to slice without any apparent reason,
whereas a pull, owing to its scarcity, is hailed
with glee. To pull in moderation, and with
any degree of certainty, is an acquisition that
any golfer can be proud of. The easiest way
of pulling is to turn the right hand over just
at the time of striking the ball. This,
combined with holding the left elbow closely
to the side, will have the effect of putting
left-hand "side" on to the ball. I do not
believe in altering the stance for either pulling
or slicing, being firmly convinced that a better
control is obtained over the direction of flight
if the actual work is left entirely to the hands.
If a player cannot obtain a slice by the quick
drawing across of the hands, or a pull by the
equally quick turn of the right hand, then he
had far better content himself with hitting
down the middle. To be continually altering
the stance is courting disaster. A good stance
is hard to acquire, and a player can well be



excused, if after months of work he has
arrived at some degree of comfort, he refuses
to alter on the off-chance of perhaps one shot
a round coming off. It has been the first
principle of golf for years that the hitting of
the ball is confined to the arms and wrists
alone. If the arms and wrists are capable of
hitting a difficult straight shot without the aid
of the body, cannot they be depended to do
the same, when asked to pull or slice? Logic
seems to say yes! The less the stance is
altered the better. The body is accustomed to
be at rest in a certain position, and if that
position is altered, the body will take some
time to settle down again. J t sometimes pays,
when one is off a club, to alter the stance, but
as soon as the shot comes back again, it will
be found that the old stance, probably un-
consciousl y, has been adopted. The strange-
ness of the new stance has probably made the
player take more care, feeling uncomfortable
through standing in a different way, he has
been compelled to more closely watch the ball,
with the result that he has hit it. Had he
been taking as much care, when he had been
using the old stance, there would have been no
reason to change. The stance for a brassie
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should be very firm, for the ball has literally
to be picked up, with a broad-bottomed club,
from a lie that is the adverse to good. The
golfer who plays with his stance for a brassie
shot, especially if the shot wanted is a straight
one, is asking for trouble, and will probably
have no difficulty in finding it.
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IN no game in the world can faults be created
so easily as they can in golE In fact, the
deliberate manner in which the game should
be played lends itself to the creation of these
evils, for it naturally follows that the person
who takes care over his shots is taking longer
actual time, in which faults, unless sternly
suppressed, have ample opportunity of making
themselves evident. Some people may argue,
in view of the above, that it would be better to
get the shot over as soon as possible, contend-
ing that the less time taken, the less time for
the faults to come to the front. This is not
so. A hastily played shot is seldom correct.
There has been no time for the player to get a
good grip of himself, and unless he has that,
he is paving the way for a multitude of evils.
The golfer should never be in a hurry to hit
the ball. Let him thoroughly make up his
mind just what shot is required, and when he
has done so take his time over playing it.
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Slicing

I suppose of all the faults in golf none is so
prominent as slicing. This is largely due to
the fact that most players are stronger in
the right hand than they are in the left.
Slicing is caused by the club, at the time of
impact, being drawn across the ball. There
has been an absence of sweep as the club
is drawn back. The club has been carried,
principally by the right hand, straight up
towards the right shoulder, and as it comes
through, the hands are forced into the left
side. I have a~ways stated that the follow
through has little or nothing to do with
slicing, being convinced that if the club is
taken back in the right manner, there will be
little fear of the ball finding a bunker over
cover point's head. The easiest way I know
to stop slicing is to draw a line some 18
inches long and place the ball in the middle.
Then practise swinging until you go back on
the line. Do not trouble to come through
and hit the ball, but simply practise taking the
club back. Do this until you have acquired
the sweep back necessary, then pick up the
ball and try to follow the line through in the



direction of the hole. In the practice, which
should be done slowly, use the left hand
entirely, take hold with the right, but only
use it to relieve the left hand of some of the
weight. Besides an aid to suppleness, this
will be found to strengthen the left hand and
wrist. Use only a half swing when practising
this movement. You -are not out trying to
increase your hitting powers, but to try and
improve the swing. After a while you will
find that your club is describing a bigger circle
owing to the arms being kept out to a fuller
extent. This is just what is wanted, for if the
armi are kept out, the hands at the finish
cannot be drawn into the left side. Another
thing you must guard against, and this also is
in the back swing, and that is, see that, at the
top of the swing, the right elbow is kept close
to the side and pointing down. If it is up it
will force the club towards the left. If all
these hints fail, then there is nothing to do but
to try the remedy that I myself use as a last
resource, and that is to turn the right hand
over just at the moment of striking the ball.
This is drastic, and opens the way for a
thousand abuses, but only because slicing is
such a horrible fault, and the means of destroy-
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ing a number of people's golf, do I justify
myself when I put this hint before you. If
the slice can be cured by the orthodox means,
do so without fail; but if not, then try the
turning over of the right hand. I will not
guarantee that it will cure, but a player cannot
be blamed if he try anything to get rid of
slicing. Swing slowly with loose wrists, letting
the club follow through after the ball as far as
it can, and then if after an hour's practice you
cannot work any improvement, you had best
consult the nearest professional. It is very
hard for the player to see just what he is doing
wrong, and he might easily be putting the
slicing down to a fault that does not exist, so
he will probably save time if he puts himself
in the doctor's hands at once. It will do no
harm to try the hints I have given you. In
fact, I believe they will cure you. But don't
be surprised if you need further help.

Pulling
To pull at will is an achievement to be

proud of, but when the player finds the ball
going to square leg every time he is apt to get
tired. For some reason a pulled shot is not
looked upon with the same horror as is a slice,



doubtless owing to the extra length obtained,
but that pulling to excess is a fault no one can
deny. In spite of what is said to the contrary,
pulling is invariably caused by a too powerful
right hand. At the moment of impact the
right hand forces itself over its fellow, the
result being that instead of the head of the
club travelling out after the ball, it is pushed
round to the left. After a pulled shot it will
be found that the left elbow is tight into the
left side, therefore preventing the arms from
following the ball. Or again, the body may
have swung round too much as the club came
through, but there is not quite the same chance
of this happening, as there is the other things I
have mentioned. If you pull badly, try the
same remedy that I have laid down for slicing,
i.e., draw a line 18 inches long and place the
ball in the middle. Then practise slow swing-
ing. The work should be done with the left
hand, and if after a good trial you are not
doing much better-assuming that you hold
with the overlapping grip-it will pay you to
put the third finger of the right hand over the
left as well as the little finger. This further
reduces the strength of the right, and although
you might, at first, feel that you have not much



control over the club, it will necessitate holding
tighter with the left hand to prevent the club
from flying away. In the event of the player
being possessed of a chronic pull, and one that
he can make no impression on, I would advise
him to adopt a more open stance. If he is
accustomed to stand with the left foot an inch
behind the right, it might help him if he drew
it back a little further. I am not in favour of
this, as I am greatly against interfering with
the stance, but desperate cases desire ,equally
desperate remedies.

It may be that after you have tried all the
remedies in the world for producing a true
swing that the fault really lies in your club.
I t is a common occurrence, especially in cheap
wooden clubs, for the lead to have been placed
in wrongly, or in irons that there is too much
weight in the toe. If you have any doubt on
this point, go to your club professional and ask
him what he thinks. He can tell by the feel
if the balance is right, and if not will advise
you of the best method of having it altered.
And here I venture to still further advise you,
and that is, if you are in doubt on any point
pertaining to the game, go to your professional.
There are hundreds of little things that he has



picked up during his golfing career that you
would never think of in a life-time. He will
be happy to advise you on any point, whether
it be on the weight of a club, the difference of
handicap, or even the amount you should stake
on a match with a friend. You lose nothing
by asking.

On the Top
This is the fault that beginners mostly suffer

from, and it is really caused, in common with
other things, by pure ignorance of the game.
It is seldom that a golfer of some years' stand-
ing, be he but a poor player, is guilty of
knocking the crown of the ball in ; he might do
it occasionally, but even then the reason is
because he has been "put off." Topping is·
caused by endeavouring to hit an object at
which you are not looking, or by pulling the
arms up to the body just as the club is com-
ing down to the ball. As in the majority of
faults the swing is cramped, and there is too
much body movement. Or again, you may be
standing too far behind the ball, with the
result that the club meets the ball when on the
upward part of the finish. A ball hit in this
way runs quite a distance owing to the quantity
of top spin it has, but no matter how hard hit,



unless it is hit underneath it will not rise. A
captive ball is a very fine help to learning to
hit, but it is of no use for telling the accuracy
of flight. When you are practising swinging,
whether it be on the tee, or in your garden,
always aim at something-a leaf, daisy head,
piece of paper; and if in the garden, half a
dozen corks will answer the purpose admirably.
School yourself to be always aiming at some-
thing, and you will gradually become so
mechanical in your swing movements that
you will finally end by hitting a golf ball.

Off the Shank

We now come to a fault, and it is the last I
shall touch,-for after you have read this you
will be convinced that you possess all and
everyone of them-and that is socketing.
This is caused (I) by the hands being in front
at the time of hitting, and (2) by the body
swaying about. Socketing is generally con-
fined to the mashie, and as I have stated that
moving the body but the slightest in mashie
play is fatal, you had best assure yourself that
the fault lies not in this. I have found a slow
swing the best remedy for" shan king "; this
combined with a motionless body and supple



wrists will usually help you to find the middle
of the club with the ball. You must be con-
scious of what you are doing, especially so
with a mashie. Keep your head down until
the ball is well on its way; don't poke at the
ball as if you were poking a frog into a pond, and
above all don't move the body. I shall doubt-
less be accused of repetition, but I feel convinced
that most of the bad players owe their long
handicaps to these things. It is not for me to
coin new diseases, for, if the laws of good golf
are few, the causes that prevent g.ood golf are
also confined to some half-dozen, in spite of what
is said to the contrary.
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A. Bridges). 8s. 6d. net.
RETRIBUTION (Ranger Gull). 6s.
RHINE AND NORTH GERMANY, The Cathedrals of the

(T. F. Bumpus). 6s. net; leather, lOS. 6d. net. .
RICHARDS (}. M.), With John Bull and Jonathan. Remini-

scences of Sixty Years of an American's Life in England
and the United States. Very Fully Illustrated, and with
photogravure frontispiece. Demy 8vo, cloth gilt, I6s. net.
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