




J. H. TAYLOR-GETTING OUT OF BUNKER. 

SEE CHAPTER ON "HOW TO OVERCOME 

DIFFICULTIES FROM TEE TO GREEN" 



GOLF FAULTS 
ILLUSTRATED 

BY G. W. BELDAM 

& J. H. TAYLOR 

S'\(SW ~ SNLARGS7J 
SDIT ION 

Four tlt Impression . 

LONDON: GEORGE NEWNES, LI M ITED 
SOUTHAMPTON STREET, STRAND, W.e. 



LONDON : 

PRINTED BY WILLIAM CLOWES AND SONS, LIMITED, 

DUKE STREET, STAt-WORD STREET, 5.E., AND GREAT WINDM I LL STREET, W. 



PREFACE 
101 

THE great interest taken In the series of articles 
published in C. B. Fry's Magazine, under the title 
"Golf Faults Illustrated," is the reason of their 
reappearance in book form. We have received 
letters from all parts of England, America and the 
Continent, which clearly prove the appreciation of 
the golfing public. Feeling the necessity of a 
chapter more or less for beginners, which should be 
a kind of explanatory preface to the series, we have 
in troduced an additional chapter on Essential 
Principles. We cannot all hope to see eye to eye 
in golfing matters, as in other thin&s, but we venture 
to hope this little book may prove a help in putting 
before all classes of golfers some useful hints, and, 
above all, that it will tend to inculcate principles 
into the player. One cannot get away from the 
fact that golf, more than most games, tends to make 
a man think for himself, and g ives true recreation 
to the mind as well as the body. To be able to 
play the game with real enjoyment, a player must 
seek to improve; and herein lies, we think, the 
willing allegiance which the goddess of Golf claims 
from her votaries. 

G. VV. BELDAM. 
J. H. TAYLOR. 



CONTENTS 
101 

PAGE 
FIRST CHAPTER 

ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLES ILLUSTRATED FOR BEGINNERS I 

SECOND CHAPTER 

THE DRIVE 

THIRD CHAPTER 

THE GOLFING SWING 

FOURTH CHAPTER 

THE MASHIE ... 

FIFTH CHAPTER 

MASHIE PLAY .. . 

SIXTH CHAPTER 

MASHIE PLAY (continued) 

SEVENTH CHAPTER 

THE WEATHER TEST .. . 

EIGHTH CHAPTER 

THE WEATHER TEST (cominued) 

NINTH CHAPTER 

43 

66 

.. . III 

.. . 12 7 

... 145 

How TO OVERCOME DIFFICULTIES FROM TEE TO GREEN 159 



KEY-NOTE 

"0 wad some power the giftie gie us 
To see oursels as ithers see us; 

It wad frae mony a blunder free us, 
An' foolish notion." 

Burns. 



GOLF FAULTS ILLUSTRATED 

THE ORTHODOX GRIP 

I give it this name because it is more 
extensively used, though I know the over
lapping grip is gaining considerable ground 
every year. I t consists in gripping the 
club in the middle joints of the fingers of 
both hands. The player will certainly feel, 
when he first grips in the way shown in 
Fig. 2 of this chapter, that he is losing 
control of the club, an d that he has not 
the same power over it as if he gripped it 
as shown in Fig. 1. But this feeling is 
only temporary, and is more imaginary 
than real. F or it stands to reason that 
the fingers are far more sensitive than the 
palms. Indeed, the palms suggest brute 
force, whereas the fingers suggest skill. 
I t is in the upward swing, when the club 
is taken back and leaves the ball, that this 
finger grip on the club is found to be of 
the utmost importance. Apart from the 
fact that the club is further away from the 
wrists, and therefore more leverage is 
acquired, the finger grip enables the wrists 
to work in the right way. 
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THE ORTHODOX GRIP 

FIG 2 THE ORTHODOX GRIP 

5 



GOLF FAULTS ILLUSTRATED 

FIGURE FIVE 

Here we see the way the fingers should 
relax at the top of the swing. There is 
no allowing the club to slip down on to 
the web between the thumb and forefinger. 
In my opinion, this would give too much 
play to the club and result in a partial loss 
of control at a most important period of 
the swing. Some players hold it so lightly 
at the top of the swing that it almost 
represents the fingers of a player Oil the 
flute. I can't say I agree with such a 
light grip, for it seems to me there must 
be a loss of control of the club, necessi
tating a sudden tightening of the grip, 
which I think is undesirable. Notice how 
the left wrist has been enabled to turn 
until at the top of the swing it is under
neath the shaft of the club. With a grip 
such as Fig. 4 this turn of the left wrist 
is well nigh impossible. What was meant 
by the leverage being greater with finger 
grip will be easily seen by comparing the 
distance the club is from the wrists as 
compared with Fig. 4. 

TO 



F IGURE F IVE 

FIG. 5 THE ORTHODOX GRIP
TOP OF SWI NG 

II 



THE DRIVE 

(Ia) RIGHT WAY TO SWI NG BACK 

mistaken notion that they lose power by so doing, 
whereas they gain this with less effort when once 
the movement has been mastered. I can quite 
understand how easy it is for the amateur, who 
possibly plays on the average twice a week, to get 
into bad ways in this respect. 

The swing should be made as if the body were 
in two halves, and an iron rod, running through the 

29 



GOLF FAULTS ILLUSTRATED 

FIG. b.- SQUARE STANCE AND UPRIGHT SWI NG (CO)lTlNUED) 

here is only one true and correct way to swing; I 
can only analyse the golfing swing as I understand 
it after years of experience and close observation. 
In two ways have I especially trained my powers 
of observation in regard to the swing, viz.: 
(1) Observing the swings of others and their 
consequent effects; (2) observing the different 
effects of the variation of swings in my own 
game. I may be by myself in stating that there 
is, in my humble OpinIOn, a good deal of non-

46 



THE GOLFING S\iVING 

FIG. B.-OPEN STANCE AND FLAT SWING (CONTINUED) 

sense talked about the anatomy of one's body 
not being able to conrorm to such and such a 
swing. Certainly, given two players of different 
build, even supposing they agree entirely as to 
methods, I will not say that their members will 
not interpret in different ways, but the essential 
principle will be the same in each. If they see 
eye to eye that the swing should be flat with 
an open stance, one may swing rather flatter than 
the other, but the principle of the flat swing will 

47 



GOLF FAULTS ILLUSTRATED 

FIG. C.-SQUARE STANCE AND U PRIGHT SWING: (CONTINUED) 

be there governing each. The truth is, many 
golfers do not take the trouble to grasp the 
principles of the swing; some even argue that 
results justify the means, whether they violate true 
golfing principles or not. F or such as these I 
should not trouble to write these articles. But I 
know there are many who will appreciate my earnest 
endeavours to put before them the " golfing swing," 
as I understand it, in some novel way. The idea 
was suggested to me by Mr. Beldam, and when I 

48 



NI TH CHAPTER 

HOvV TO OVERCOME DIFFICULTIES 
FROM TEE TO GREEN 

I~ .. '· ~. '." ',1 taking the above title as the keynote , to this, the last article of the present 
series, I feel I am departing somewhat 
from th e "right and wrong )) method 

of illustra tion. On reviewing the previous articles, 
I came to the conclusion that to make the present 
series complete I must proceed somewhat on 
different lines, and show how the various difficulties 
to be met with from tee to green may be successfully 
overcome. There are many players safe enough 
off the tee, who, when they come to playa stroke 
where the ball is lying rather badly, are hopelessly 
nonplussed. In fact, to watch some players driving 

FIG. 1. 

Pholo·diagram showing the difference between the position of Tay lor's feet (w lll·te) for a n 
ordinary driving mashie shot with good lie , and the position of his feet (blacl.:) for a jerk shot 
out of a bad lie. 

159 



GOLF FAULTS ILLUSTRATED 

FIG. 2.-TOP OF SWING FOR JERK STROKE WITH BRASS IE 

off the tee one might consider them quite good 
golfers, but when it comes to negotiating bad lies a 
different impression is created. I t will therefore be 
seen that if the drive alone be taken as a standard 
of efficiency, one may easil y be mistaken as to the 
calibre of the golfers one meets. There is no doubt 
that the best test of a class golfer is his ability to 
triumph over the numerous difficulties to be met 

160 



FROM TEE TO GREE 

FIG. 3.- FINISH OF JERK STROKE WITH BRASSIE 

with through the green. There is nothing like 
difficulties to bring out what is best (or worst !) in 
either the golfer or the man. Through life the 
successful men are those who, whilst looking 
difficulties squarely in the face, revel in overcoming 
them. There are some who feel the game difficult 
enough even when played under the most favourable 

161 M 



FROM TEE TO GREEN 

easier to playa jerk shot with an iron club than it 
does with a wooden one. I t will be noticed on 
comparing these photographs that the finish with a 
wooden club (Fig. 3) is much more round the body 
than that with the iron (Fig. s)-the reason being 
that with the former the wrists pick up the ball (as 
explained), but with the iron club the wrists continue 
the stroke, as it were, into the ground, and so check 
the swing round the body. In the one the wrists 
manipulate the club, in the other the club is .forced 
to do its work. 

BUNKERED 

T he great essential for bunker play is accuracy 
rather than force. Many golfers try to scoop the 
ball out, after the manner of playing a high lofting 
shot. I have seen others try to get the ball away 
by taking a full swing in a vertical direction, up 
and down the intended line of flight, taking plenty 
of sand behind the ball. 

In my opinion their methods are altogether 
wrong. My experience, purchased on possibly the 
finest nursery for bunker play- Westward Ho !- -is 
as follows: I address the ball in a similar manner 
as if I were playing an ordinary mashie pitch- viz., 
I stand very open, as if the direction were slightly 
to the left of the hole, or spot desired. To get the 
ball up into the air I consider two things necessary 
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GOLF FAU LTS ILLUSTRATED 

F IG. 6.-TOP OF STROKE FOR BUNKER PLAY 

Dark line in bunker shows intended direction of the ball. 

- (I) that the sand immediately behind the ball 
should form at the moment of impact a cushion 
between the clu b-head and the ball, and (2) that the 
arms should be drawn decidedly across the line of 
the intended flight, and not, as above stated, swing 
up and down that line. 

In the sWlllg back the weight is kept down on 
168 



FROM TEE TO GREEN 

FIG. 7. -~1IDDLE OF STROKE IN BUNKER 

N ote ball just rising over the hunker, and the way club finishes across the line of direction. 

both heels with the knees well bent, not like a 
broken-kneed cab horse, but as if the player were 
sitting down from the knees, when the muscles just 
above the knees will feel the strain. This position, 
assumed in the address, must be maintained through
out the stroke. I t is also most important to 
remember to keep the heel of the club well down 

r69 



GOLF FAULTS ILLUSTRATED 

FIG. 8.-FI:-IISH OF STROKE I N BUNKER 

Note ball in air to left of flag. The ball should have the tendency to come in towards it. 

(which means that the hands are held low), because 
the heel of the club should come into contact with 
the sand before the rest of the blade. The· club is 
taken back, not out, on the proj ected line of flight, 
but it leaves the ball immediately, and follows an 
upward direction between an upright and a flat 
swing (say about an angle of 45 degs.). There is 
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FROM TEE TO GREEN 

little body movement, and the centre of gravity of 
the body is kept well over the ball. The downward 
swing is a repetition of the upward, but after impact 
the club is not allowed to follow through as in a 
high lofting shot; the finish resembles the finish of 
a jerk shot, with the exception that the club has 
come well across the ball. 

In playing a bunker shot near the hole it is at 
all times advisable to hit hard, even when the ball 
is lying clean. The distance made will vary with 
the amount of sand displaced. 

PUTTING 

I am quite aware that there are many ways of 
getting the ball into the hole with the putter. 
Some critics even aver that the art of putting 
is an inspiration. I cannot go the whole way 
with them, but I am willing to own that there 
are days when every class of putter seems to be 
inspired. I contend, however, that to be a con
sistent putter necessitates a great deal of hard 
practice, not so much at holing putts, but rather at 
learning to hit the ball truly. After all, the most 
essential thing is to start the ball correctly on the 
right line. 

The fact is, there is far more application required 
(the shutting of one's eyes to all surroundings) to 
hit the ball truly with a putter than with a· driver. 

17 1 



COLLABORATION ENDED! 

Photo of J. H. Taylor and G. W. Beldam taken accidentally 
on the same plate. 




