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'I thought as much. And really there isn't a great deal more 1 can say about
hitting the ball hard. To my mind, perfect timing is far more important, at least
for all but low-handicap men. Now 1 use the word "timing", but frankly timing
is rather difficult to describe. I think I'd do better ifI referred to it as "rhythm",
because it is really the process of building up the swing into a completely smooth
movement.
'Some people, professionals I mean, have been so obsessed with the movement
idea that they have actually demonstrated the golf swing to music. I haven't tried
that myself but it's not hard to understand what they're getting at.'
'What you're saying, Tom, is that rhythm is more important than strength?'
'I mean just that. And I'll give you another example of what I mean. I don't
know whether you've seen any of our leading women players, have you?'
'No, I haven't had the opportunity so far.'
'Well, women golfers, or most of them, lack strength. That being so, they have
to rely on timing or rhythm, and you'd be surprised at the distances some of them
can clout. They bring their hands into the shot at the very last moment, and that
gives them the extra snap.'
Mr Smith told me he had been watching a good player a few days before who
occasionally hit an extra long bal1. 'Frankly,' he said, 'I couldn't tell the difference
in his swing.'
'No, it takes a very practised eye to judge when a good player is really trying
to hit a long one. It's largely a matter of "hitting late", and, of course, the length
of the swing too. I believe that the best golfers play within themselves. If
1 were you I'd try to learn never to hit the ball as hard as you can. Then
you'll have something in reserve for the extra long shot. This will build up
contro1.'
'Hit it at about three-quarter power?'
'About that, yes. You're a muscular fellow, and you'll get all the power you
need if you simply hit the ball smootWy down the middle with your normal
swing. Of course, there are some golfers who lack the physique. They have to
hit harder to get the ball away. But don't forget that many of the stars are quite
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can clout. They bring their hands into the shot at the very last moment, and that
gives them the extra snap.'

The shoulders have turned through
almost ninety degrees, and the hips
almost forty-five degrees

'They bring their hands into the shot at
the very last moment, and that gives
them the extra snap.'
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'Right; so if I determine to strengthen my hands, you think it'll help me to get
extra length?'
'Not only extra length, it will improve your whole game. You'll get
more control of the clubhead. It won't seem so heavy-it'll
be easier to
manipulate.'
'And what about lengthening the swing?'
'As I said a few minutes ago, you won't be able to see this happen when it's
done by a good player. Nearly all top-elass golfers have good swings, anyway.
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Getting set

WHEREVER there are golfers there is talk of golf It may be of past deeds of skill,
memories of a round, or arguments about different methods of playing. But
whatever the department of the game being discussed, you may be sure that there
is earnestness and sincerity, for golfers are great theorists. There is hardly one who
doesn't have decided views on the game and how to play it.
I was in such a discussion not so long ago. The main theme was how quickly
could a novice of promise become a low-handicap golfer. The discussion was at
the Wentworth Golf Club, where I am professional, and it was between one or
two of our members. Of course, 1 was drawn into it in the long run.
'Well, Tom,' one member said to me, 'how long do you think it would take?'
Being sometimes termed a dour Scot I wanted to give the matter some thought.
'That's a very hard question, sir,' I replied, 'and a lot of different factors have to
be considered.'
'I know all about that, Tom', persisted the member, 'but I'd like an answer.
1 must make it clear,' he added, 'that when 1 say "promising novice" 1 mean
somebody who is fairly young and who, although he has never played golfbefore,
has played other sports. In other words, he does have ball sense.'
1 thought hard again, and then 1 stuck my neck out. 'I think that a promising
boy or young man, if he had some natural talent, could get down to less than a
four handicap in two years, but only ifhe had proper coaching and had plenty of
time to spend on the practice ground.'
The members looked at me incredulously.
'Do you mean to say,' one of them said, 'that although it's taken some of us
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