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PLATE VII-TOP OF SWING FOR THE DRIVE
The weight is resting on the right foot, and the club is nearly parallel with the
ground.

Various forms of grips have been employed by prominent players, but so far
as distance is concerned, I do not believe Grip
one grip has much advantage over another, provided both hands work in unison and permit a proper snap of the
wrists.

Some experts grip the club en-

tirely with their fingers, while others
overlap the little finger of the right hand
and the first finger of the left, and otherwise produce a close relationship between
the two hands.

In my own case I am

satisfied that by holding the shaft in the
palm of my ~eft hand and the fingers of
the right I get a longer ball.

I grip

the club tightly with both hands.

The

right hand loosens slightly at the top of
the swing and tightens in the downward
swing when the club head is about two
feet from the ball.
The overlapping of the fingers makes
83

versus
Distance

height of the right knee, when the club
is facing clean in front of me.
Many marvel at the great distance obtained by some players who appear to
use very little force on the drive.

The

reason is simple. The player getting such
results has learned the art of knowing
how and when to use his wrists.

Most

players have the idea that if they do not
take the club head back with its face at
right angles to the line of play, they will
make a poor shot, and so, instead of striking the ball clean and sharp, they actually
push it, and the stroke is thus robbed of
most of its speed and power.
In addition to giving power to the
stroke, the wrist action I am endeavoring to explain imparts grace and beauty
to the swing. The turn of the wrists will
bring the club back about one half the
distance it must cover in the upward
87

Little Force
but Great
Distance

A proper

timing of the swing is essen- Timing of

tial to consistent

long driving.

If the

hands are in advance of the club head at
the instant of contact with the ball, a slice
is sure to come off and the reverse, if the
club head meets the ball ahead
hands, a pull will result.
anxious

and hurry

of the

Do not be over-

the swing.

Hitting

too quickly is a great fault, especially
the long game.

The beginner

in

should not

strive for distance until he has cultivated
a good swing.
ily be acquired

Greater
after

distance may easone has learned

to time his swing accurately
ball

away

cleanly.

Many

missed by pressing,

to get the
strokes

are

or, in other words,

trying to hit too hard.
Long driving

depends upon the speed

of the club head when it is about two feet
from the ball.

It is a mistake to attempt

to put power into the stroke from the top
93

the Swing

camera man I would have beaten Travis,
and I am not relating

this incident

excuse for my defeat.

as an

Always,

to the No Excuse

victor belongs the full credit, and a poor for Defeat
loser in golf is a pitiable

object.

Travis

played the better golf and won the match,
but I handicapped
temper.

myself by losing my

MORAL:

N ever

lose your

temper!

In mentioning
York

Evening

1906, said:
carefully
fails.

this incident
Telegram

the New

"In his temperament,
self-guarded,

16,

of July
he

if not

(Travers)

It was then he lost to Travis.

He

lost temper over the clicking of a camera
and the failure

of one or two succeeding

shots to come off."
I have had similar

provocation

since

then, but one lesson of this kind
enough.
temper

was

I make it a point to hold my
as firmly as I grip my clubs.
33

PLATE I-THE HAVEMEYER CUP
Held by the champion's club while he is champion.

"FIRST AID" TO THE GOLFER "OFF
HIS GAME"

W

HAT

a note of tragedy there is in

those few words, "the golfer off

his game."

Possibly there may be a

note or two of comedy as well, but if
there is he doesn't hear it.

He is the

most miserable object on earth.

A week

ago everything was lovely and he was
playing so well that he was shaking hands
with
He Gat
"Birdie"

a

himself

after every stroke.

everybody knows, a "Birdie"

As

is a hole

captured in one stroke under par, and
didn't he get a "Birdie" on that long seventh hole only last Saturday?
he did.

Of course

"Billy" Smith saw him do it,

and hasn't he buttonholed every member
of the club since and told him all about
234

it? No getting away from it-nor

from

him, either!
A week ago he didn't have much respect for "Colonel Bogey," because the
Colonel wasn't "classy" enough.

It was

an easy matter to halve him and not very
difficult to beat him on quite a number of
holes.

A week ago "General Par" was

the only mythical personage on the links
who was entitled to respect, but the bottom has dropped out, the beautiful golf
bubble has burst and it's a plain .case of
"Woe is me I" The golfer "off his game"
cannot

drive,

approach

or

putt,

he

doesn't know what the matter is, and he
has completely lost confidence in himself.
In this chapter I shall endeavor to give a
few suggestions designed to assist him in
getting back "on his game" again. There
is a reason for each misplayed stroke, and
every golfer who cares anything about
235

No Respect
for Bogey

the game should make an effort to ascertain the reason as well as the remedy.
Slicing
the Ball

A very common

fault

is slicing

the

ball, causing it to curve away off to the
right of the line of play.

This not only

causes loss of distance, but is apt to carry
the ball out of bounds
Eight

different

or into trouble.

faults that cause a sliced

ball, with the remedies for them, may be
outlined
I.

as follows:

Gripping

with the right hand too

loose or with the left hand too far under
the shaft.
To correct this tighten

the grip of the

right hand and turn the left hand so that
the left wrist is more nearly parallel with
the shaft.
2.

Starting

the back swing out from

instead of around
club

face

slicing it.

to

the body, causing the

come

across

the

ball,

To correct

this, endeavor

to swing

around the body instead of out from it,
and allow the face of the club to turn
away from the ball in the back swing.
If the player go to the opposite extreme
and get a pulled ball as a result of this
change, let the club swing a trifle further
out from the body.
3. Pulling the arms in toward the
body as the club strikes the ball.
To correct this follow through straight
toward the hole.
4. Falling away from the ball at the
moment of impact.
To correct this take a firm stance and
have the weight of the body more on the
toes than on the heels.
5. Standing too close to the ball, causing it to be struck with the heel of the
club.
To correct this stand a little further
237

When the
Ball Is
Pulled

away from the ball, with the toe of the
club about opposite the ball in the address.
6. Checking the swing at the moment
of impact.
Timing
the Swing

To correct this follow through properly without the slightest hesitation.
7.

Starting

the hands in the down

swing before the head of the club is set
in motion, causing poor timing.
timing I mean perfect rhythm.

(By
Don't

hurry the swing. If the hands are in advance of the head of the club a slice will
follow; if the club is in advance of the
hands the result will be a pull.)
To correct this be sure that the hands
and the face of the club are in the same
position as in the address when the face
of the club meets the ball.
8.

Looking up too soon.

To correct this keep the eye on the ball.
238

The various causes of pulled balls, and
the methods of correcting the faults, are
these:
I.

Gripping too tightly with the right

hand, or having the right hand too far
under the club.
T0 correct this loosen the right hand
and keep turning it over in successive
shots until the pull ceases.
Swinging the club back too close
to the body.
2.

To correct this take the club back a
trifle more out from the body.
3.
ball.

Standing too far in advance of the

To correct this place the ball nearer
the left foot.
4.

Standing too far from the ball,

causing it to be struck by the toe of the
club.
To correct this stand closer to the ball.
239

To Correct
a Pull

Topping,
Sclaffing,
Skying

Naturally,

no golfer

play, consequently
to discover

it is difficult for him

his own faults.

necessity of having
or amateur
Topping

can see himself
Hence

the

a good professional

instructor.
the ball is caused by lifting

the head too soon, or by pulling

the arms

up at the moment the club head strikes
the ball.
To correct this keep the head still and
follow through
Sdaffing

properly.

is caused

close to the ball
right

shoulder

and

by standing

too

by dropping

the

as the club face reaches

the ball.
To

correct

this move

from the ball and endeavor

further

away

to keep the

right shoulder in the same plane throughout the swing.
If you are skying your shots you have
the ball too far in advance of the center
240

of your body, or you are dropping

the

right shoulder.
To correct this stand with the ball opposite the center
the right

of the body and keep

shoulder

throughout

in the same

plane

the swing.

If you find that your putts are going
to the right
pulling

of the cup, you are either

the arms in, or taking your eye

off the ball, or not following

through.

If your putts are going to the left of
the cup your
along

swing,

instead

the line of the putt,

scribes
proaches

an arc

as the

club

of being
partly

de-

head

ap-

the ball.

To correct this swing straight back and
follow through

toward the hole.

When you are "off your game" in put- Change
ting, change your putter or stance. An ex- Putter or
cellent way to regain confidence is to place
the ball about one foot from the hole and
241

Stance

putt out two or three times from this distance. Then take the ball a little further
To Regain
Your
C~nfidence

away and go through the same performance. Continue to do this, each time
going further away from the hole. Then
take the ball back toward the hole and
begin all over again, each time putting
hard for the back of the cup, until you
have regained your confidence.

Als I

have already stated, good putting is half
confidence, and by diligent study and
painstaking practice you can acquire the
necessary confidence and become a good
putter, thereby learning the most important and also the most difficult part of
golf.

PLATE VI-STANCE FOR THE DRIVE, FRONT VIEW
The ball should be opposite the left heel, the weight of the body resting equally upon
both feet.
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The Mystery of

Golf

By ARNOLD HAULTAIN
Second Edition. Revised and Enlarged. 249 pages. Neatly bound
in strong buckram. Illustrated, 8vo, $I.75 net, postpaid $I.89.
SOME PRESS OPINIONS
MR. HENRY LEACH in the EVENING NEWS.-"Mr.
Haultain's book answers to all the tests to which it may be submitted,
and I am strongly disposed to regard it as the best book of its kind
that has ever been written ....
The author is, of course, a scholar
and a literary man of great repute ....
I wish I could have better
conveyed some idea of the great charm of this book. . . . All that
I can do is to commend it as one of the most delightful books I have
ever handled. "
MR. J. SUTHERLAND in the DAILY NEWS.-"A short time
ago I was asked by a young aspirant ...
to point out the book
I liked best. 'That wee one?' he inquired, and on my nodding assent he ...
took the book down and read ...
The Mystery of
Golf (Haultain) ....
It tells you a lot about yourself, and about
the inner workings of your mind and their effect for good or for evil
on your golf, and ...
it is charmingly written ....
It is certain
to meet with the popularity it so richly deserves."
ARCHIBALD MARSHALL in the DAILY MAIL.-"He tells you
how to play ....
I tell you this is a valuable book. It contains the
whole psychology of the game."
THE PROFESSIONAL AND GREENKEEPER.-"The
book is
undoubtedly one of the best ever written dealing with the Royal
and An'dent Game."
QUEEN.-" Mr. Haultain .••
broad-minded way."

treats his subject in a most

BOSTON GLOBE.-"While
The Mystery of Golf could only have
been written by an ardent golf enthusiast, it is more than a golf book.
There is interwoven with it a play of mild philosophy and of pointed
wit. "
OBSERVER.-"
shelves. "

A welcome companion

to

the

sportsman's

