pact. Obvious as this is, it is nevertheless
a fact that about ninety-five percent of the
people playing golf, swing out of line and do
not know it. They swing more or less diagonally across the line of play from outside
to inside, and if the club head is late, the ball
is struck a glancing blow which causes it to
start off to the left and then curve to the
right. If the club head is on time with the
club handle, the ball will start off to the left
and continue flying straight off line to the
left.
Swinging out of line is caused by faulty
shoulder action. The shoulder action may
be faulty in any of three ways-not turning
far enough to the right in the back swing
and too far to the left in the follow through,
unwinding the shoulders too early in starting
the down swing, or unwinding the shoulders
too fast during the swing. The latter is a
form of pressing-punching
at the ball with
the right shoulder and arm. The correct golf
stroke is not a punch at all but a downward
pulling, slashing movement with the left arm,
plus a right forearm and wrist whipping
movement which whips the club head down,
and through the ball. In the full swing,
the shoulders should make a full right angle
turn to the right, and their return action
should be used mainly to guide the club along
the line of play.
In the down swing your body weight should .
be shifted onto your left leg early, and the

Definition of slice 6. The b;ll starts out to
the right, usually at a very sharp angle, rising
at a normal height, and continues to curve to
the right. The fault is that the club comes in
contact with the ball facing very much to the
right of the intended line of play because the
club handle is ahead of the club head.
CAUSE: The left hand is failing in its function as a fulcrum against which the right hand
strikes. A fulcrum is a support around which
a lever turns. A golf club is a lever and driving a ball is leverage. In leverage there are
three essentials: (1) the resistance to be overcome (the ball's inertia), (2) the power that
drives the lever (this is supplied by the right

of slice S, and may be corrected by setting the
hands so that the forks point more in the
direction of the left shoulder.
Before changing
the set of the hands be
sure that it is really at fault and that the
hands are not merely lazy in performing their
work, which is to whip the club head through
t~e b~ll and keep the club facing the desired
directlOn of play.
If the hands are weak or
lazy in performing
their work, changing the
set of the hands will merely counteract
one
er.ror with another, and .of course, distance
WIll be lost. If the fault IS weak hand work
don't change the setting but get after thos~
hands. Strengthen them and teach them to do
their work. Thus you will not only cure your
slice but add considerably to your distance.
Definition of slice 6. The ball starts out to
the right, usually at a very sharp angle, rising
at a normal height, and continues to curve to
the right. The fault is that the club comes in
contact with the ball facing very much to the
right of the intended line of play because the
club handle is ahead of the club head.

CAUSE: The left hand is failing in its function as a fulcrum against which the right hand
strikes.
A fulcrum is a support around which
a lever turns. A golf club is a lever and driving a ball is leverage.
In leverage there are
three essentials:
(1) the resistance to be overcome (the ball's inertia),
(2) the power that
drives the lever (this is supplied by the right

hand), and (3) the fulcrum (this is the left
hand).
At the moment of impact the hands
work not together but against each other.
Immediately prior to and during the moment
of the club's contact with the ball, the right
hand speeds up the club head.
It cannot do
this if the left hand fails to offer a backward
resistance
against the upper end of the club
handle.
Of course, while this forward pressure of the right hand and backward resistance of the left is going on, the sweep of the
arms and the turning of the body are carrying both hands forward through
the swing.
Nevertheless,
the hands do work decidedly
against each other.
If they don't, the club
handle will go through ahead of the club head
and slice 6 will be the result.

REMEDY:

At the impact set up a momentary
resistance
from the left foot all the way up
the left side of the body to the left shoulder
that will stop the body from turning to the left
too early, and transfer the resistance down the
left arm to the hand. This is necessary to support the left hand and is generally referred to
as hitting against the left side. The less your toe
is turned out at the moment of impact the more
your left foot will be able to help the left side
of the body in setting up early enough and
great enough resistance.
Be sure that you
pivot your body well around to the right on
the back swing, but on the follow through do
your utmost to stop it from whirling arouncl

to the left. Let your club go well out after
the ball and let it go all the way up to the
finish of the swing, but don't let your body
whirl around to the left in an effort to speed
up the club. If you do there will be no snap
in the wrist work and slice 6 will be the result.

HOOKING: There are the same number of
hooks as slices, their actions and causes being
just the reverse of those of the slices, so I
will not go into the details of hooking at
length.
I think it will be suffi·cient for me to
say that there are three common causes of
hooking:
1. Having the left hand set too far over to
the right on the club handle so that you see
too much of the back 0.£ the hand. To correct
this, set the left hand with the fingers more
around underneath the handle so that you see
less of the back of the hand. I am quite a ware
of the fact that some writers advocate setting
the left hand so that you see three knuckles.
This may be correct in their own case but does
not suit everyone.
My present remarks are
addressed more especially to those who are
troubled with smothered hooking, that is, a
ball which starts' out to the left, curves to the
left, and then ducks downward into the rough
on the left of the fairway.
2. Having the right hand set too far under
the club handle so that the palm of the hand
is facing too much upward.
The remedy for
this is to set your right hand more over the

handle so that you see more of the back of it.
3. Gripping too tightly with the right hand
and not tightly
enough with the left.
You
should grip firmly with the left hand and
loosely with the right throughout
the swing.
Some instructors
tell a slicer to set his left
hand far over to the right so that he can see
practically
all of the back of his left hand,
and to set the right so far under that the
palm of the hand faces more or less upward.
This is a lame duck way of counteracting
a
slice and from 50 to 75 yards distance may be
lost by it. The most common slice is the one
caused by bad timing of the wrist whip which
results in the club handle going through ahead
of the club head.
Setting the left hand over
and the right hand under merely turns the
nose of the club in at the impact which counteracts
the lack of wrist work but does not
eliminate the trouble.
Slicers should learn to
get the club head through
on time with the
handle. In this way the slice will be cured and
distance gained instead of lost. In some cases,
and particularly
in the midst of an important match, there may be no alternative
but
to resort
to counteracting
errors
with yet
other errors, but that is no excuse for continuing them indefinitely. Correcting a slice by setting
the left hand far over and the right hand far under
the club handle usually results in converting a slicer
into a smothered hooker.

ILLUSTRATION

6

T~e Impact
Notice in Illustration 6 that while the right
shoulder is considerably lower than the left,
the shoulders are nevertheless parallel with
the line of play. Observe also that while the
lateral hip movement is shifting the body
weight in the direction of play, the hips, too,
are parallel with the line of play. Some of
our best golfers have their hips turned considerably to the left at this stage of the swing,
but my experience in teaching has shown that
such ins t r u c t ion is poison to the average
learner. In turning his hips he also turns his
shoulders and thus throws his swing out of
line. In the case of the expert golfers I referred to who do turn their hips, a very supple
spinal column twists and absorbs the movement so that while the hips turn to the left
the shoulders remain practically parallel to the
line of play until after the impact. I am inclined to regard this as a mere mannerism of
the individual and as contrary to orthodoxy of
form as rising up on the toes at the impact.
For the average player it is positively harmful
instead of helpful because it causes the left
side of the body to turn with the blow instead
of "acting against the blow" as Bob MacDonald so aptly describes it.

FUNDAMENTALS:
Fundamentals
are
basic principles of a theory and these principles should be regarded as inviolable by the
student no matter what the expert players
may do and get away with. It is to be regret-

ted that many writers use the term "fundamental" loosely when discussing matters of
style, individual mannerisms, or other important, but not fundamental, aspects
of golf...c
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